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E L H A M 
   N E W S L E T T E R 

NOVEMBER 2026  FREE to you, paid 
for by Elham Village 
Hall advertisers. 

Published by the Elham Village Hall Association, Charity No 1024757 

Also available on the EVHA website, www.elhamvillagehall.co.uk.  

Events and News available to read on Facebook, Elham Village Hall, and on www.visitelham.co.uk  

What’s On, In and Around ELHAM  
Date Event Time Location Contact  Page 

Sunday 1 
November  Elham Valley Walkers 10.00 See website Website 26 

Monday 2 
November  Ukulele Singalong 60’s Special  14.15 – 15.15 Peggy Pike Room 

EVH See poster 10 

Tuesday 3 
November  Royal British Legion  14.00  Susan 07734 383691 n/a 

Wednesday 4 
November  Social Snacks and Cinema 19.00 for 19.30 Peggy Pike Room 

Elham Village Hall 
Jan Stanyon 01303 

840820 5 

Thursday 5 
November  

Beginning of Dance Classes: 
Ballroom and Latin Dancing 19.30 and 20.30 Etchinghill Village 

Hall See poster 8 
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ELHAM VILLAGE HALL PERSONNEL 
(all are volunteers)  

 

President: Jan Stanyon 
Vice President: Liz Cox                                     
Treasurer:                             Sue Weller 
Secretary:                             Miranda Weller   
 

                 Other Committee members: 
Maureen Alexander                 Trevor Bateman          
Renee Bull                               Jim Clements                            
John Tebbs                               
 

Registered Office: Elham Village Hall, High 
Street, Elham, CT4 6SX 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Editor and advertising; 
elhamnewsletter@gmail.com 
Renee Bull                                        07761574422 
Distribution organiser:   
Janet Pain                                      07710595891 
Hall Booking Co-ordinator 
booking@elhamvillagehall.co.uk 
Olha Bychuk                                   07746790618                                
Please email any newsletter copy to the 
editor by 9am on the 13

th
of the month 

prior to publishing or by hand into the 
Elham Village Hall box at Elham Londis 
shop. 
 

Whilst every care is taken in gathering and presenting 
the information by the volunteer who produces the 
Newsletter, errors can occur. No responsibility is 
accepted for any errors or omissions nor 
consequential loss or liability. Opinions expressed in 
this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Elham 
Village Hall Association.  We do our best to produce 
an interesting, accurate and informative read.  

ELHAM VILLAGE HALL                01303 840128 
 

ELHAM SPORTS CLUB                07714 415651 

 

DOCTORS 
The Elham Surgery, Old Road        01303 840213 
The Hawkinge Health Centre           01303 232300 
74 Canterbury Road, Hawkinge 
HOSPITALS 
William Harvey, Ashford                  01233 633331 
Kent and Canterbury, Canterbury   01227 766877 
Royal Victoria Hospital (walk-in)     01303 850202 
PHARMACY 
21 Station Road, Lyminge                01303 862425 
Tesco Pharmacy (Junct 12 M20)    0345 6779273 
SCHOOL 
Elham C of E Primary School         01303 840325 

© Copyright Elham Village Hall Association 2026 Permission must be obtained for reproduction in any format. 

WHO’S WHO and WHAT’S WHERE 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Sojan Joseph  (Lab)  
sojan.joseph.mp@parliament.uk 
 
KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Christopher Hespe   (Reform)   
Christopher.Hespe@kent.gov.uk                                  
 

FOLKESTONE and HYTHE DISTRICT  
COUNCILLORS 

James Butcher           (Green)      
james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
David Godfrey            (Con)          07584 304301 
Stephen Scoffham     (Green)     
stephen.scoffham@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 

 
 

ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
VETERINARY 
 

Lord Whisky Low-Income  
Veterinary Clinic                             01303 862622 
Bourne Vets, Bekesbourne              01227 832322 
Manor Vets, Folkestone                   01303 273203 
Hawkinge Vets, Hawkinge               01303 764190 

                                        

ELHAM CHURCHES 
www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk 
 

St Mary The Virgin, Church of England 
Deborah Bamforth                          07837 019541.  
 

Methodist Church, High Street   
Minister: Rev. Gill Songer                 01303 240228                                       
 

SAMARITANS  (free helpline)      116 123 or 
                                          email jo@samaritans.org 
 

LIBRARY   

Mobile Library is fortnightly in Elham outside the 
Rose and Crown - Fridays at 12.35 -13.05.  
 
A selection of used books is available for a donation 
in St Mary The Virgin  Church, The Square.   

HOW TO MAKE BACS PAYMENTS to 
ELHAM VILLAGE HALL? 

 

Elham Village Hall Association Ltd 
Sort Code: 09- 01- 52 

Account No. 13698706 
 

Elham Village Hall Association website: 
 www.elhamvillagehall.co.uk 

  elham.co.uk  

www.elhamvillagehall

.co.uk.  
Chair – Kevin Lamb 01303 840215 

Vice Chair – Christeen Chapman 01303 840224 

Brian Swan 01303 840006 

Kevin Allen 07359370087 

Geoff Clements 01303 840255 

Chris Francis 01303 840502 

Jeremy Osbourne 07790643391 

Steve Jacob 07565807884 

Clerk   -  clerk@elhampc.co.uk 

mailto:Christopher.Hespe@kent.gov.uk
http://www.elhamchurches.com
http://www.visitelham.co.uk
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What’s On, In and Around ELHAM  

Page 2  Who’s who and what’s where /  EVHA BACS details  

Pages  3 / 4 /5 /6 Editor’s note / What’s on in Elham / Contents  / Social, Snacks and Cinema / 130 Club winners  / EVH news 

Pages  7 / 8 /9/ 10 VH events / local events /  November wordsearch 

Pages 11/ 12 / 13 /14 / 15 District Council report / Elham Parish Council minutes September / KCC report / The Man’s book  

Pages  17 / 18 / 19 Elham Artists / Know Your Neighbour / Twinning Association / Friendship Lunch  / Remembrance Appeal     

Pages  20 / 21 / 22 / 23 Farmers’ Market  / Elham Gardening Society /  Elham Community Shed / Toccata and Treats/ Elham library  

Pages 24 / 25 / 26— 43 
Church pages / Elham Sports and activities / Looking After You and Your Family’s Wellbeing / Looking After 
Your Home and Your Garden / Elham Services  

Page 44 EVH Event Posters 

Contents 

Welcome to the Elham Newsletter - November 2026 
Thank you to Pam Tebbs for her picture on the front cover— a cool blue scene for a cooling season! 

October was a busy month for Elham Village Hall Association with the Quiz Night and Halloween.  Dessert Island Discs is this 
month’s social event—we do hope you will come to the Hall and enjoy the stories and  music choices of a younger resident 
and his different and fascinating life.  

If you  know of an event or activity in December 2026 please send details  before November 13 to me at 
elhamnewsletter@gmail.com.  This is YOUR community’s newsletter. There will be a January edition of the Newsletter but it 
will NOT BE DELIVERED to your door, but instead published on line on EVH website. We feel the distributors deserve a break 
at Christmas! Why not take a picture of your favourite Elham view and  send it to elhamnewsletter@gmail.com for inclusion 
on the front cover or how about YOU being the subject of ‘Know Your Neighbour’?   Get in touch.                                   Renee 

Date Event Time Location Contact  Page 

Thursday 5 
November 

Elham Community Shed 
Bench making 10.00 - 16.00 ECS at Elham Village Hall elhamshed@gmail.

com 22 

Friday 6 
November 

Elham Primary School Remembrance 
Service  11.45 War Memorial n/a 19 

Saturday 7 
November   

Elham Community Shed 
Christmas Decoration Making 

10.00 -12.00 Mary Elgar Room 
Elham Village Hall See Facebook 22 

Sunday 8 
November  

Remembrance Service at the War 
Memorial  10.40 War Memorial  n/a 19 

Tuesday 10 
November Lyminge Friendship Group  10.30 - 12.30 Coach and Horses 

Lyminge See Poster 10 

Saturday 14 
November Toccata and Treats Candlelit Soiree 19.00 St Mary’s Church See Poster 23 

Tuesday 17 
November  People’s Emergency Briefing 19.00 Peggy Pike Room See Poster 9 

Wednesday 18 
November  Dessert Island Discs 19.00 for  19.30 Peggy Pike Room See Poster 7 

Thursday 19 
November   Elham Friendship Christmas Lunch  12.30 Elham Village Hall 01303 470637 n/a 

Thursday 19 
November  

Elham Gardening Society  talk 
No dig gardening 

19.30 Peggy Pike Room EVH See website 20 

Saturday 21 
November  Elham Community Shed Candle Making 10.00  - 12.00 Anna Clayton Room See Facebook 22 

Saturday 28 
November  

Elham Community Shed  
Wreath Making 

10.00  - 12.00 Anna Clayton Room See Facebook 22 

Saturday 28 
November  

Rhodes Minnis Cat Sanctuary  
Christmas Fair 

10.00—13.00 Hawkinge Community 
Centre CT18 7FP See Poster 8 

Saturday 28 
November  COLLECTION of your CHRISTMAS TREE 10 –12.00 EVH Car Park See Poster 4 / 

44 

Saturday 28 
November  ACRISE Church Christmas Fair  10.00—14.00 Elham Village Hall See Poster 8 

Sunday 6 
December  LIGHT UP ELHAM—the Big Switch On.  

17.00 . Meet at 
16.55 

The Triangle and after in 
St Mary’s Church See poster 4 

Sunday 13 
December  Christmas Food and Craft Festival  11.00—14.00 Elham Square and Church  See Poster 21 
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 4 Elham Village Hall Association News 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING... 

LIGHT UP 
ELHAM!   

If you would like a four-foot tree with lights for the OUTSIDE 
of your house to be seen from the street - please complete 
the request form in the newsletter and pop it into the Elham 
Newsletter Box in the Londis shop or email your address and 
details to  juliawuk@yahoo.co.uk by Friday 20 November. 

You can collect your tree from Elham Village Hall car park on 
Saturday 28November 10.00 -12.00. Please contact Julia or 
Roger Newman if you need any assistance with the erection 
of your tree - 07734138487

We are asking for a minimum of £20.00 for each tree 
requested. This is a non- profit-making venture.  Lights are 
available if you require them.  

The big switch on, ‘Light Up Elham’ is at 
17.00 on Sunday 6 December. Meet on The 

Triangle at 16.55 and after, to St Mary’s 
church for mince pies, mulled wine and 

singing. 
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 5 
Elham Village Hall Association News 

 

LIGHT UP FOR ELHAM TREE REQUEST FORM 
Please add my household to the list of Christmas Tree hosts.  

CONTACT DETAILS (block capitals) 

Name/s  ............................................................House name……………………………………………………… 

Street ………………………………………………………………………………………………Postcode  CT ……………….  

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  

I have made an online   B A C S payment   of     £20   £25   £30   Other ……  (Please circle an amount) to 

Account Name: Elham Village Hall Association Limited 

            Sort code:  09-01-52           date………………………………………………. 

            Account Number: 13698706    (Please use TREE (NAME) as a reference)   

 OR  I have given CASH to  Julia or Roger Newman.  

  

(We would like to contact you by email from time to time to let you know about forthcoming 

events and activities. By giving your email address above, you are agreeing that you are happy for 

us to do this. We will never share your details with other organisations. For full details of how we 

hold and use personal data please contact Miranda Weller, Company Secretary : miran-

da1232@hotmail.com   

SOCIAL, SNACKS AND 

CINEMA 

 

WEDNESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 7 FOR 

7.30 

IN THE PEGGY PIKE ROOM  

AT  

ELHAM VILLAGE HALL 

Now that the nights are drawing in- what 

Better way to spend a socIaL evening 

with friends watching a much Loved classic 

in the warm comfort of the PeggY Pike Room. 

Come along and Enjoy a pre - show drink 

from our PLatinium Bar and sociaLise with 

frIends and neighbOurs. 

EnTry is just £5 on the door. See you then! 

J Stanyon 

mailto:miranda1232@hotmail.com
mailto:miranda1232@hotmail.com
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Was it enough? 

Elham Village Hall   October Quiz night 

Friday 16th October  

The hall was packed for the biennial Quiz night with twenty-one tables filled with people in 

conversation, enjoying laughter and discussion answering a selection of questions on a variety of  

topics,  whilst sharing their ‘banquets’. These feasts were as varied as the questions, and form an 

important element of making the quiz a really vibrant village community event. The atmosphere was 

wonderful. It is good to see familiar faces and especially new folk attending. 

Thank you so much to everyone who came and those who organised their table teams. The next 

quiz will be held in March 2027.  Please book in advance to ensure a table.   

The quizzes run by the EVH committee are the only actual fundraising events held each year to 

support the maintenance and development of your Village Hall. They are only possible with the help 

and assistance of a valued team. These include the ‘behind the scenes’ volunteers, who set out the 

chairs and tables, organise the raffle, do the row-running, the marking, the scoring, the production of 

the quiz paperwork, the production of the score spreadsheet and the management of the audio-

visual equipment, not forgetting the question-setting and the quizmaster. Of course, with all this help 

the evening should run smoothly and nothing could possibly go wrong!  Or could it?  

Each quiz we hope pleases the attendees and we aim to have new options and variations each time. 

Feedback and suggestions are always welcome. Please contact me on ajcjim1904@gmail.com.  

Jim Clements 

Elham Village Hall Committee 

and Trustee 

Elham Village Hall Association News 

81—Pam Tebbs 

135—Sarah Wilson 

57—Nigel Woodley 
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Wednesday November 18th

7.00 for 7.30pm
in the 

Peggy Pike Room 
at Elham Village Hall.

Join us for an evening of chat and music. 

Bar opens at 7.00. Dessert to follow.

Everyone welcome.

Entry: £5.00 on the door

DESSERT ISLAND DISCS
featuring 

Gabriel Facchini
as the castaway. 

Elham Village Hall Association News 
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 9 Elham Village Hall Association News 

paulinedgladstone@gmail.com 
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LOCAL NEWS 

 

audiology 

dermatology 

gynaecology 

neurosurgery 

ophthalmology 

pathology 

radiology 

cardiology 

embryology 

haematology 

obstetrics 

orthopaedics 

physiotherapy 

urology 

chiropody 

geriatrics 

immunology 

oncology 

paediatrics 

prosthetics 

November Wordsearch  
 
Have you had your FLU jab yet?  
If  not, you need to sort that out !  Stay safe! 
 
This month’s challenge is about those ‘ology’s.  
 
Can you find these medical terms  in the puzzle 
below?  

60s Singalong 
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LOCAL NEWS 

 

 

 

District Council Update from Cllrs Stephen 
Scoffham and James Butcher 

Our Green Canopy 

Over the last 50 years, trees have come under increasing pressure across the district.  Elm 
trees, which used to be abundant, have been killed by Dutch elm disease. More recently 
ash dieback has had a huge impact leaving large numbers of trees either dead, dying or in 
poor condition.  At the same time many woodland areas have been poorly managed whilst the pressure on land has led 
to other areas being cleared.  As climate conditions change due to global warming, the area has experienced unusually 
fierce storms (the 1987 hurricane), and periods of very heavy rainfall interspersed with months with hardly any rainfall at 
all. The latest summer which saw sustained record-breaking temperatures in excess of 30 degrees centigrade has added 
to this stress. 

Trees are an essential part of the landscape of our area and are deeply valued both historically and culturally.  They are 
essential for wildlife and protect the soil and help to mitigate floods by delaying run-off.  In urban areas they provide 
much valued shade and amenity value, and they help to reduce extreme temperatures resulting from hard surfaces.   

As the local plan is revised, we are asking for policies which: 

Recognise the ecological, social and economic value of trees 

Acknowledge the value of trees to human health, recreation and well-being 

Identify how trees help to mitigate global warming and reduce levels of  carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

Make a unique contribution to the character of the landscape. 

 The Green Canopy initiative has two elements – a project funded by F&HDC to co-ordinate tree-planting by community 
groups across the district, and a project to assess the potential for tree planting council housing land. In particular, we 
would like to see a commitment to planting and establishing trees which are disease and drought resistant and therefore 
better able to withstand climate change. Similar policies should also extend to hedges and ‘green corridors’ which play an 
important role in creating wildlife habitat.  Such policies will chime with the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals, especially goal 15, ‘Life on Land’. 

North Downs Forum 

The North Downs Forum brings together community groups, businesses, local councillors, and interested individuals. As 
well as sharing ideas and experience, we’re now getting some collaborative projects underway: 

The North Downs Patchwork Farm is an initiative to connect growers and growing spaces, to share seeds and pro-
duce, and to encourage and educate people interested in food growing. This could involve food banks, schools, 
allotments, farms for gleaning, gardening societies, as well as an older generation who may be less able physical-
ly to work outdoors, but have a lifetime of experience to pass on. If you’d like to know more or get involved con-
tact james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk  

The Friends of the Nailbourne are a newly-established group whose aim is to monitor, protect and appropriately restore 
the health of the fragile biodiversity of the Nailbourne, and to raise awareness of and pride in our globally rare chalk 
stream among local residents, community groups, and schools. You can contact the group via friendsofthenail-
bourne@gmail.com  

Community Energy: FHDC is planning a bid to the Great British Energy Community Fund to develop a locally-led com-
munity energy model. This would enable us to test the appetite for community energy around the district, work 
out how any schemes would be set up, and identify some viable projects. Part of that would be developing Parish 
Energy Plans (PEPs) in three areas of the district (North Downs, Romney Marsh, Folkestone Hythe). If you’d like to 
know more, or get involved, you can contact stephen.scoffham@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk  

No.17 bus – as readers will know, in recent years the No.17 has seen a reduction in services: the last bus back from 
Canterbury is now 18:25 (compared with 23:15 for the No.16) with gaps between services growing to over an 
hour during the day (the No.16 generally runs three times an hour). Sojan Joseph MP is keen to support a cam-
paign on this at Westminster, and wants to launch a petition to demonstrate public interest. It'll be an old-school 
paper one, the wording of which he'll suggest, and we'll need a team of people across our different communities 
to help gather signatures locally - let us know if you think you might be able to help via 
james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk  

Our next meeting will be 7pm, 12 November 2026, at Hawkinge Community Centre. We’ll be joined by Sojan Joseph MP, 
to discuss the No. 17 bus campaign, along with our other projects. Do let us know if you would like to be added to the 
mailing list. 

 

mailto:james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
mailto:friendsofthenailbourne@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofthenailbourne@gmail.com
mailto:stephen.scoffham@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
mailto:james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
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ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

clerk@elhampc.co.uk 

                             Your Parish Council  

 

LOCAL NEWS 

 

Full minutes can be seen on the Parish Council website and on the notice board by the Rose and Crown bus stop. Editor 

 

Kevin Lamb 
Chair of PC 
01303 840215 

Christeen Chapman  
Deputy Chair of PC, 
Planning lead 
07973765056 

Geoff Clements  
Tree warden 
01303 840255 

Brian Swan  
Member of PC 
01303 840006 

Kevin Allen  
Member of PC 
Highways lead 
07359370087 

Chris Francis 
Member of PC 
01303 
840502 

Jeremy 
Osbourne 
Member of PC 
 

Steve Jacob 
Member of PC 
07565807884 

Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Elham Parish Council on 7th September 2026 

 
Those Present: Councillors: K Lamb (Chair) C Chapman (Vice Chair) B Swan, G Clements, C Francis, K Allen and 

three members of the public.  

Apologies: S Jacob & J Osbourne 

 

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other significant interests (OSI’s) or a voluntary interest relating 

to items on the agenda. 

None Declared 

 

Public Contribution 

 

A member of the public enquired again about the prospect of planting specimen trees and more hedges on the Gore and 

around the football pitch. 

It was reiterated by councillors that this would be inappropriate. The suggestion of additional runs of hawthorn and 

blackthorn hedging was discounted owing to its thorny nature and proximity to sports areas and the potential risk it 

could pose to children using the area. 

It was also noted that the land is only rented by the Parish Council on a short-term basis. 

District Councillor Scoffham advised of his current tree planting initiative. Councillor Lamb advised that he had been 

in contact with some local landowners that might be willing to support and facilitate future tree planting projects. It 

was agreed that he and Cllr Scoffham would discuss potential opportunities. 

A member of the public asked if a fixture list of football matches could be displayed for the benefit of nearby residents. 

There is a list of fixtures in the notice board at the Pavilion. It was noted that the Elham Valley Veterans Team plays on 

alternate Saturday mornings during the season, with another team playing on Sundays. In addition, 

enquiries have been received from a ladies' team and a youth team regarding use of the pitch. 

Income generated from pitch hire will contribute towards the refurbishment of the pavilion and the on-going mainte-

nance costs of the Gore which is currently being improved into a sustainable and attractive venue for community use 

and hire. 

 

Minutes- 1. The Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Meeting held on 3rd August 2026 were approved and signed as a true 

record by the Chair of meeting. 
 

Chairman’s Report – The second precept payment has now been received, and a meeting of the Finance Group will be ar-

ranged to review the Council’s financial position and ensure it remains on track. 

· Six applications were received for the Clerk/RFO vacancy, with interviews scheduled for the week commencing 14th 
September 2026. During the six-month vacancy period, approximately £10,000 has been saved through councillors shar-
ing the Clerk’s duties. 
· Cllrs Lamb and Swan attended a KALC meeting to discuss proposals for local government reorganisation and the 
introduction of a unitary authority. The proposals were subsequently placed on hold from 7 September 2026. 
· The Pavilion roof, which had recently undergone repairs, sustained damage because of vandalism. The damage was 
subsequently repaired by Cllrs Lamb and Swan. 
· Play for Elham will be holding a Family Fun Day on 12 September to raise funds towards new equipment for the King 
George V Play Park. 
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ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

clerk@elhampc.co.uk 

 

LOCAL NEWS 

 

Full minutes can be seen on the Parish Council website and on the notice board by the Rose and Crown bus stop. Editor 

 

· The gift of woodland transfer remains with the solicitors and is progressing through the legal process. 
· Rural Crime Week provides an opportunity for residents to take part in consultations and share suggestions. Fur-
ther information is available on the Parish Council website. 
· The Council extends its sincere thanks to Jan Frayne for producing the new labels for the fruit trees in the communi-
ty orchard. The council would like to further thank Jan and Julie Cullingworth and their families for their ongoing 
hard work throughout a very dry summer maintaining the Community Orchard, including watering and mulching 
around the bases. This has ensured the survival of the trees. Thanks are also due to residents who kindly provided a 
water supply for this. 
· The Council has gratefully received a generous donation of £200 from a local resident towards the cost of painting 
the Pavilion. 
Committees – Terms of Reference – C&A Committee – reviewed and agreed. 

Finance  

1. The Accounts from August 2026 were agreed as a true record and were signed by the Chairman of the meeting. 

2. The Bank Reconciliation from August 2026 was agreed as true record and was signed by the Chairman of the meet-

ing. 

3. The August 2026 invoices were agreed, and payments were approved.  

Planning 

The following applications were considered and comments agreed: 

26/1243/FH/TCA - Bankside, High Street, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6SY - Works to trees in a conservation area com-

prising of T1 Goat Willow pollard to 4 metres- No objection 

26/1266/FH – Heathwood Lodge, Wheelbarrow Town, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AH – Single storey rear extension & re-

modelling of the property including rooflights, replacement windows, doors, and roof covering – No Objection 

26/1244/FH/TCA – Mill House, The Row, Elham CT4 6UL – Works to trees in a conservation area comprising of T1 

Prunus and T2 Elder fell to ground level and G1 Sycamores pollard to 4 metres –No Objection 

 

To note any decisions made by Folkestone and Hythe District Council:  

26/0757/FH - Elham Church Of England Primary School, Vicarage Lane, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6TT - Works to 

trees subject to TPO No 01 of 1955 Elham RDC comprising of T2, T3 & T6 Beech crown lift by 5 metres removing 5 

lower branches approximately 9 metres laterally and 3.5 metres vertically. FHDC Decision – Approved with Condi-

tions 

26/0902/FH/TCA - Elham Church Of England Primary School, Vicarage Lane, Elham, CT4 6TT - Works to trees in a 

conservation area comprising of T1 prune to clear branches away from overhead cables to allow for at least a 1m 

clearance, T4 Sycamore to reduce crown by 5 metres laterally & vertically, and T5 Field Maple to be felled to ground 

level. – FHDC Decision – No objections 

26/0924/FH Ottinge Court Farm, Canterbury Road, Ottinge, Canterbury, CT4 6XH Erection of a replacement farm 

building for cattle following demolition of the existing structure. FHDC Decision – Approved with Conditions 

26/0950/FH Rigdens, The Square, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6TJ Listed Building Consent for removal of internal wall 

and access to existing chimney for woodburner. FHDC Decision - Refused. 

26/0802/FH Little Droveway, Droveway, Stelling Minnis, Canterbury, CT4 6AJ Change of use of part existing eques-

trian barn to an equine veterinary office with mezzanine floor level (Class E(e)), together with ramp and balustrade to 

Southwest elevation and the retention of external doors. FHDC Decision – Approved with Conditions 

26/1081/FH/TCA The Old School House, The Square, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6TJ Works to trees in a conservation 

area comprising of T1 Bay, crown reduction of 3 metres vertically and 0.5 metres laterally. T2 Holm Oak, T3 Vibur-

num & T4 Damson, crown lift to 4.2 metres above ground level. T5 Larch, crown lift to 5 metres above ground level. 

FHDC Decision – No objections 

   

Highways - – Kent County Council’s Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) remains a work in progress and an update will be 

provided at the October meeting. 

Cllr Francis attended a Southern Water Community Engagement event on 4 September, hosted by Sojan Joseph MP. 

The meeting was well attended, with more than 30 residents present to discuss the ongoing flooding issues at the lower 

end of Duck Street and the measures being implemented ahead of the winter period. A key issue identified was the 

need to line sections of the sewer network to prevent groundwater ingress. Southern Water also advised that, going 

forward, smaller tankers will be used within the village, with larger holding tanks located outside the village. This ap-

proach is expected to reduce noise, minimise road damage, and lessen disruption to residents. 
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Full minutes can be seen on the Parish Council website and on the notice board by the Rose and Crown bus stop. Editor 

Defibrillator - – to be discussed in further detail at the next C&A meeting, covering costings and potential sites for 

additional defibrillators. For the time being continuing with Hopkins for maintenance agreement. 

Church Wall - Cllrs Lamb and Swan met with a contractor from Integral Brickwork Limited to review the agreed 

rolling maintenance plan, with works scheduled to commence in late September. Following a site walkaround, it was 

agreed that Duck Street should be prioritised. It was noted that the ivy growing on the wall will need to be treated and 

killed before removal to avoid damaging the structure. The maintenance programme will be delivered over a three-

year period, with work undertaken in two-week phases. 

 

The Gore- Suggestions were put forward to enhance the facilities at The Gore, including the creation of a perimeter 

running track, installation of outdoor gym equipment, and provision of a covered area for activities such as yoga. It 

was discussed the possibility of locating outdoor gym equipment at the King George V Recreation Ground, noting the 

potential health and wellbeing benefits for users aged 12 and above. 

In response to ongoing incidents of anti-social behaviour, three CCTV quotations were considered. It was agreed to 

proceed with Option 2 at a cost of £2,518 plus VAT. The selected system will provide high-definition coverage, togeth-

er with recording and playback capabilities. 

Councillors reviewed the outstanding works required to improve the pavilion and storage containers. These include 

repairing and cladding the rear of the pavilion with treated feather-edge boarding finished in black barn paint, con-

structing an internal stud wall within the containers, replacing sections of rotten flooring, removing the existing show-

er and toilet cubicles, installing new shower panelling, and disposing of all waste materials. It was agreed to proceed 

with the quotation for these works at a cost of £4,426 plus VAT. 

Cllrs expressed their gratitude to The Kings Arms, which has generously offered to provide flooring and other materi-

als free of charge. It was noted that future rental income from the facilities will help offset ongoing grounds mainte-

nance costs and support the long-term sustainability of the site. 

The proposed King George V pathway project has been approved in principle. It was agreed to allocate £2,000 to-

wards the cost of creating an all-weather surfaced path with appropriate edging. It was anticipated that the Commu-

nity Payback Team may be able to undertake the labour element of the project, although a contractor would be re-

quired to carry out the preparatory groundworks. 

 

Grounds Maintenance - It was agreed to defer discussion of the maintenance plan for mowing, hedges, and verges 

until the October meeting, pending a detailed report from the Environmental Group. 

 

Environment - A request for funding of £150 was received from the Environment Group to support a screening of the 

film People’s Emergency Briefing. The funding would cover Village Hall room hire and advertising costs. District 

Cllr, Stephen Scoffham agreed that this was ideal for consideration under his Ward Grant scheme. 

 

Correspondence -The receipt of correspondence was noted, and any required actions agreed.  
Date of next meeting and Close - The next meeting will be the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 5th 
October 2026 at 7.30pm. There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  
 
 

 

 ‘The Man’s Book’ by Thomas Fink , 
 

a book that  advises men on appropriate behaviour, published  in 2006. This month is a continuation of October’s text 
about shoe polishing.  
 
There are two main methods of polishing. The first is described on the back of a Kiwi tin. In 1906  Australians William 
Ramsay and Hamilton McKellan introduced their black boot polish, called Kiwi. The first successful polish for brown 
shoes—dark tan—followed in 1908 and during the First World War Kiwi was adopted by the British army. Kiwi polish is 
now available in 12 varieties.  
A more laborious method, known as spit and shine or sweating, is used to obtain the mirror-like finish particularly prized 
on black shoes. The finish is much more handsome than patent, whose gloss comes from a coating of plastic. The 
technique involves no brushes, but is entirely done with a cloth wrapped around the fingers and kept moist (not wet) by 
dipping into water. Using the cloth, rub a small amount of polish vigorously but lightly into a small area of the shoe until 
it is no longer cloudy. Repeat this process many dozens of times until the leather begins to resemble a black mirror. Editor 
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Kevin Lamb 
Chair of PC 
01303 840215 

Christeen Chapman  
Deputy Chair of PC, 
Planning lead 
07973765056 

Geoff Clements  
Tree warden 
01303 840255 

Brian Swan  
Member of PC 
01303 840006 

Kevin Allen  
Member of PC 
Highways lead 
07359370087 

Chris Francis 
Member of PC 
01303 
840502 

Jeremy 
Osbourne 
Member of PC 
 

Steve Jacob 
Member of PC 
07565807884 

Changes to the Planning System – What This Means for Elham 
 
From 31 October 2026, new rules will change how some planning applications are dealt with by the District Council. 
The main change is that parish councils and local district councillors will have less ability to ask for a planning application 
to be considered by the District Council’s Planning Committee. 
 
What does this mean? 
Planning applications will be divided into two groups: 
Schedule 1: This includes many smaller applications, such as householder extensions, smaller commercial developments, 
and residential developments of up to nine homes. These applications will be decided by planning officers and cannot be 
referred to the Planning Committee. 
Schedule 2: This includes applications such as those involving listed buildings and retrospective planning applications. 
These could still go before the Planning Committee, but only if they meet certain tests relating to significant local econom-
ic, social, environmental, or planning policy issues. 

 
What does this mean for Elham Parish Council? 
Currently, the Parish Council or a local ward councillor can ask for an application to be considered by the Planning Com-
mittee. 
From 31 October, they will no longer be able to do this directly. 
For Schedule 2 applications, the Parish Council or ward councillor can instead ask for the application to be considered 
through a new “gateway” process. The Chair of the Planning Committee and the Chief Planning Officer will then decide 
whether the application meets the required threshold to go before the committee. 
The District Council has indicated that this threshold will be high. 
 
Can residents still comment on planning applications? 
Yes, absolutely. 
Residents can still submit comments supporting or objecting to planning applications, and Elham Parish Council will con-
tinue to consider and comment on applications affecting the village. 
However, planning decisions must be based on relevant planning considerations. This means that simply having a large 
number of objections will not, on its own, determine the outcome. 
It is therefore important to explain why you support or object to an application, using planning reasons wherever possible. 
These might include concerns about the size or design of a development, its impact on neighbouring properties, highways 
or parking, heritage, landscape, or the character of the area, where relevant to the application. 
 
In short 
The Parish Council can still comment and represent local views, and residents can and should continue to have their say. 
What is changing is the ability to get certain applications considered by the District Council’s Planning Committee. For 
some applications this will no longer be possible, while for others there will be a more restricted process. 
The new arrangements are due to be reviewed in May 2027. 
Elham Parish Council will continue to keep residents informed about significant planning applications and encourages 
residents to submit their own comments to the District Council where they have relevant planning concerns. 
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Kent County Councillor Update Report for Parishes, 
13 October 2026 

Judicial Review of Government’s Decision on Local Government Reorganisation 

KCC has submitted a legal challenge over the government’s decision on local government reor-
ganisation in Kent after repeated requests for an explanation of why and how the decision was reached went unanswered. 
Whilst the government has recently announced a review and pause to the local government reorganisation process, the 
original decision to divide Kent into four Unitary authorities remains in place. With the legal deadline to challenge that deci-
sion approaching, KCC has taken steps to protect Kent’s interests whilst continuing to press the government for answers. 
Reorganisation would impact massively on residents, so KCC believes that the public should be informed about how deci-
sions were reached, whilst ensuring that it stands up for residents. 

Water Resilience Partnership 

At KCC’s invitation, leaders from water companies, regulators, local authorities, environmental organisations, business and 
farming attended the inaugural Kent Water Resilience Partnership meeting. KCC’s initiative follows significant water inter-
ruptions in the past year and growing concerns about the long-term pressures facing water resources. So, the County Coun-
cil brought together organisations that have a role in the planning, managing, regulating and protecting Kent’s water future. 
Planning took place to ensure the communication continues moving forward, to strengthen water resilience in Kent. Thanks 
to the many thousands of people who submitted their thoughts prior to the first meeting, which formed the agenda for the 
day. 

Armed Forces Covenant 

KCC has pledged its support for the Armed Forces Covenant as a promise to ensure those who serve or have served, and 
their families, are treated fairly. KCC has pledged to ensure armed forces communities will not be disadvantaged in accessing 
KCC services as a result of their service in the military. 

Active Travel Business Grants 

Amounts of up to £5,000 are available for small businesses and not-for-profit organisations providing projects for walking, 
cycling and wheeling. There is a tight deadline, so visit KCCs website at www.kent.gov.uk for details. 

Waste 

KCC is now at its highest-ever waste recycling level. Currently, 99.6% of municipal waste is kept out of landfill. 

KCC manages the ‘Kent Community Waste Prevention Fund’ through which grants of between £500 and £5,000 are allocated 
to schemes that promote recycling. Details can be found on the KCC website at www.kent.gov.uk.  

Grants for Bus Shelters 

Parishes have been invited to apply for this scheme, managed by KCC, so this is just a reminder for them.  

Member Community Grants 

Small community grants in the region of £250 or £500 are available to non-profit-making, constituted groups with a bank 
account. Due to the rules about spending prior to impending local elections in May 2027, the funding should be allocated as 
soon as possible. So organisations interested in applying for a small grant, whether for an event, equipment costs or a pro-
gramme of activity, should inform me by email to get the ball rolling as soon as possible (Christopher.Hespe@kent.gov.uk). 

   Chris Hespe  
  Kent County Councillor for Elham Valley, and Cabinet Member for Local Government Efficiency and Reorganisation 

Lovely flowers 

Two flower containers have appeared on the newly
-restored pillars at the Vicarage Lane entrance to 
the churchyard. They are the work and inspiration 
of Virginie Barrois, who lives opposite in the Old 
Vicarage, and her gardener Ray.  
The team have undertaken to look after the plant-
ers with seasonal plants and flowers. Look out for 
heathers and ivy this winter, and a colourful spring 
display is also being planned. 
Thank you to Virginie and Ray for this cheerful ad-
dition. Who knows? It might inspire others in the 
village to install and adopt a planter near their 
home! 

http://www.kent.gov.uk
http://www.kent.gov.uk
mailto:Christopher.Hespe@kent.gov.uk
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Editor 

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOUR 

How long have 
you been part of 
the Elham Com-
munity? 

My wife and two young daughters moved into a cottage between Parkgate and Blad-
bean in 1974. In the early 1980s we moved my mother down from Lancashire and 
bought both Southdown cottages from Miss Smith who was Derek Boughton’s teacher. I 
have lived here ever since. 

What do you 
consider your 
greatest achieve-
ment to date? 

Probably teaching pupils who went on to become doctors, nurses, physios, pharmacists, 
dentists and vets. I was a biology teacher in Ashby de la Zouche near Leicester, Kidling-
ton, just north of Oxford, Folkestone Technical High School for Girls and finally Ashford 
School where I taught girls from all over the world. 

When were you 
happiest? 

  

When Lilian and I explored Britain in our campervan in the 1990s. We went all over the 
place. We did one incredible trip when we went across to South Wales to see my 
daughter, up to North Wales to meet up with friends and then to the Food Festival in 
Ludlow. 

What did you 
want to be when 
you were growing 
up? 

I wanted to be a professional rugby player for St Helens. I started watching rugby from 
the age of 4. My dad had other ideas. He wanted me to be a teacher and coach rugby. 
Sadly he never got to know of my success, as he died when I was in the sixth form at 
school. 

What keeps you 
awake at night? 

Lots of things! Workmen who either don’t turn up or don’t answer their phones or emails. 
That’ll do! 

What is the most 
important lesson 
life has taught 
you? 

Make friends. Then there are always people you can talk to. I have friends all over the 
country whom I can ring up for a chat and a catch up. 

Which village 
event do you 
most look for-
ward to? 

The Open Gardens, combined with the Farmer’s Market in the summer. I like making 
cakes for the tea at the Old Vicarage … any excuse to make a cake! 

  

Tell us three 
activities that 
keep you busy? 

-Cooking and Baking. I bake bread every week and cook most days. It is one of the 
few hobbies that I can still do. 

-Gardening. My garden is designed for wildlife, with lots of trees. 

-Playing bridge on a Tuesday evening at Etchinghill Village Hall. I have played for a 
long time and have had several partners over the years. 

What one change 
in the village 
would improve 
your life? 

More benches around the village so that people like me can carry on walking around the 
village. 

Cat, dog or gold-
fish? 

Dog, of course. My aunt used to have failed guide dogs who arrived by train and I 
helped look after them. I have had three dogs in Elham. Tessie was a Border Collie 
crossed Red Setter, she was with the family in the 1970s and won rosettes in the village 
dog shows. Our next dog Rosie, was a smooth coated Border Collie, and finally Ro-
wan... he was three quarters Border Collie and one quarter New Zealand Huntaway. 
Rowan was an avid TV viewer, especially watching it on my laptop in the camper van. 
All the dogs are buried in our back garden, each with their own tree. 

What is the worst 
job you have ever 
done? 

  

Measuring the iron content of sand. My dad worked for Pilkington Glass manufacturers 
and as a student I had a job there. The first year was great because I was analysing 
pollution samples from within the factory, but the second year I was measuring the iron 
content of sand. Basically, you had to use hydrofluoric acid to dissolve the sand. I was 
the only one in the team without burns. The BEST job I ever did was as a student I 
worked for Walls and made huge pork pies for the Christmas market on the 12- hour 
night shift. We were paid extra for working during the night. 

Tell us a joke. 

  

A young curate is asked by the head teacher of the local school to talk to the boys about 
the facts of life. He is a bit embarrassed so tells his wife that he is talking about sailing. 
A few weeks later, his wife meets the head who tells her what a good talk it was. She is 
very surprised, she said,  because he has only done it twice, the first time he was sick 
and the second time his hat blew off. 

What would the 
people of Elham 
not know about 
you? 

I used to own and race a sailing dinghy at a gravel pit between Hythe and Dymchurch. I 
ended up being Sailing Secretary and Membership secretary for Hythe Redoubt in the 
1990s. 

Last thoughts, 
final word. 

Always look on the bright side of life. 

Colin Howard is known as the guy who walks around the village using his trekking poles to stop 

him falling over. He has agreed to be the neighbour we can get to know this month.  
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Remembrance 2026 

 - An Appeal 

There will be the usual parade from The Square along the 

moving traffic High Street to the War Memorial where the 

Service of Remembrance will be held. The service will begin 

around 10.50 am and will include a two-minute silence at 

11.00am ending with The Last Post, and will include a wreath

-laying and a ‘roll call’ of all those from Elham who laid down 

their lives in military conflict. A speech or two may be made 

and a few wooden poppy crosses will be laid, joining those 

laid by our school pupils at their own service on Friday 6th 

November. The parade will then return to The Square.  

It is hoped that Toby Dingle will lead both parades on his 

trusty steed as in previous years.  

Please do attend at the war memorial if you are able.  

Keith Mortimer.  

Twinners remember 

A small delegation from our twin village of Ambleteuse will 

be attending our Remembrance Day 

ceremony on Sunday 8 November. 

Then a few days later, a small Elham 

delegation will attend the French 

ceremony on 11 November in 

Ambleteuse. 

The idea for the exchange came from our local Royal British 

Legion organisers. It was felt these visits were an ideal way 

to pay respect on either side of the Channel and an 

opportunity to strengthen our friendship and understanding 

of our neighbours. 

We hope people from Elham will take this opportunity to say 
hello to our French friends and show them a warm welcome. 
There will be a further opportunity to meet them in the 
Methodist Hall after the ceremony, when all those attending 
are invited to tea and coffee, generously provided by the 
Royal British Legion.  

In December, we will be organising a fun evening of wine 

tasting and canapes in St Mary’s Hall. Although this is 

primarily reserved for twinning members, others are most 

welcome to join us and find out more about the Elham 

Ambleteuse Twinning Association. 

The wine tasting takes place on Saturday 5 December at 

7pm, and costs £10. To find out more and book (subject to 

places left), please email Anne on twinningea@gmail.com                      

AL 
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A big thank you from “7 Elham Artists “ 

 
As many of you are aware, we took over 
our wonderful St Mary’s Church during the 
weekend of 3rd and 4th October to display 
our works of art and connect with this 
lovely community and further afield. We 
think you’ll agree it makes a stunning 
venue. 
 
It takes a determined team of people to put on such an event and we 
want to publicly thank the following individuals without whom we 
simply couldn’t have managed…. 
Deborah and the entire team of St Mary’s Church volunteers who 
let nothing stand in our way. So welcoming, helpful and supportive.  
Simon Foster and Mike Gallagher from local sound and light 
company How Now Productions who lifted the entire thing with their 
atmospheric lighting design (especially noticeable during our Friday 
night private view) and just generally putting their hand to anything.  
Eddie Nelson who transported the huge display boards on his trailer 
from village hall to church. 
Tom Rowe of Rowe Creative in Elham and his 2 energetic pals who 
moved the boards and heavy pews like they were balsa wood.  

And most of all, thank YOU for supporting your local  art scene!  
 

                 Chris Burrows, Phil Capon, Sarah Drake, Teresa Gallagher, Pauline Gladstone, Clare Hamilton, Pip Hope 

 

Do You Enjoy a Walk?  

Our Newsletter deliverers serve all parts of the parish, but sometimes they need a break. We can always use 
volunteers who enjoy a walk, to help deliver the monthly Newsletter. Please contact Janet Pain if you can spare 
time once a month or  occasionally to cover absence. 
Distribution organiser:      Janet Pain   07710595891 

 

 

One church, seven artists… 

Our beautiful church of St Mary’s was the setting for an equally beautiful art exhibition in early October, showcasing the 
incredible talent of seven Elham artists.  
The 7 Elham Artists Exhibition attracted more than 500 visitors over two days, who were bowled over by the varied art on 
display, enhanced by the atmospheric lighting and music provided by Simon Foster and Michael Gallagher of How Now Pro-
ductions. 
A more modest exhibition in the Methodist Church two years ago served as practice for this more ambitious event, which is 
destined to become a bi-annual fixture. 
Many of the seven artists went to art college before pursuing careers in commercial art, design, teaching and architecture. 
Most also say that they are relishing the opportunity to now be free of commercial constraints to explore art, often inspired 
by the beautiful environment in which we live. 
Styles and materials were varied, from Sarah Drake’s abstract paintings and Clare Hamilton’s atmospheric landscapes and 
seascapes, using acrylic, to Pauline Gladstone-Barrett’s large acrylic and pastel pieces inspired by walking with others in the 
Elham Valley. Pip Hope’s work is constantly evolving but is predominantly inspired by nature, Phil Capon’s pieces are bold 
and highly colourful, while Chris Burrows explores colour and geometry in two and three dimensions.  
And lastly, Teresa Gallagher displayed work using graphite pencils and felt work. Alongside her career as a professional ac-
tress, she signed up for a botanical drawing and painting course in 2025 and has not looked back. Teresa demonstrates that 
with a little inspiration it’s never too late to discover your inner artist! 
Elham School exhibited two art pieces from each year group created during an art week. The artists hope to build on these 
connections with new art projects in school. 
Visitors from near and far came, bought, admired, and here are some of their comments. Of the church, “it looks like it’s 
always been like this”; “a real celebration of art in our church”; “I haven’t been in church for 30 years and there’s a lovely 
atmosphere”. 
The artists are delighted with the success of the exhibition, the connections they made, the atmosphere in the church. Most 
of all, they are very grateful to the church for offering them such a warm welcome in this unique venue. 
PS: no one knows what the many dogs who visited the exhibition thought about it all!                                                               AL 
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COME AND JOIN US FOR OUR  
CHRISTMAS MARKET! 
Join us on Sunday 13th December for a festive morning featuring 40+ stalls, unique gifts, delicious treats and 
plenty of Christmas cheer! 
The market opens at 11am, officially opened by the wonderful Pam Ferris, with Santa arriving at 11.30am. 
Santa will be in his grotto until 1.30pm, so bring the little ones along! 
 

Shopping & Gifts 
Enjoy favourites including The Tasty Tea Company, Gilda Bakery, Sussex Wildfood, Rotherwood Butchers, 
BoatHouse Fisheries, The Copper Kettle and Cheesemakers of Canterbury, plus beautiful handmade Christmas wreaths 
from Liz Newington. 
 

Crafts & Festive Goodies 
Discover fantastic craft stalls, including Kirsty Knits, Helen Baxter Pottery, Hearts Deco and Jackdaw and Bear. The Chancel 
Café will also be open for refreshments. 
 

Food & Drink 
The King’s Arms will be joining the celebrations with a BBQ and outdoor bar. 
 

Christmas Raffle 
Don’t forget your raffle tickets! Every penny raised will support this year’s chosen charity, Children and Young People’s 
Cancer Association. 
 

A huge thank you to the Shepway & Canterbury Advertiser and Bridge & Villages Magazine for helping spread the word. 

What an amazing year -   a glorious summer followed by a reasonable autumn 
so far - lovely days, warm sunshine and occasional, welcome 
rain.                                                                                             
The Society's main event recently was the Bulb sale and Coffee morning held 
on 3rd October.   A pleasant morning brought a lot of customers to our doors - 
more I think than usual which was very gratifying.  There were masses of bulbs, lots of lovely plants, lots of plant/seed 
swaps and, of course, a cake stall.  They all did pretty well and the visitors looked very happy.   A very sociable and 
successful morning. 
The next event is the Annual Dinner on 6th November  -  we hope lots of you have tickets and are looking forward to a 
happy, chatty evening. 
Looking further ahead, our A.G.M. will be held in December followed by the Christmas party  -  watch out for details. 
The Speaker on 19th November will be Alex. Cairns who will talk about No Dig gardening.    Very interesting for most of 
us.  - Don't miss it!        Frances Horton.    -      840550. 

Scams, and how to avoid 
them 
 
October’s Friendship Lunch Club was all about 
scams. Most of us know someone who has been a 

victim, whether from rogue traders, dodgy phone calls, suspicious emails, the list is endless and 
frightening. 
 

Neil Butcher, KCC Trading Standards Officer, was the speaker who endeavoured to explain the 
various types of scams we can fall for, and how to avoid them. 
 

It could be a call from your bank, the DVLA, the DWP, HMRC, a call on your landline or mobile 
phone. There are plenty of ways to protect yourself, and phone numbers where to report sus-
pected scams. You can block calls to your landline with your telephone provider; a mobile pref-
erence service is also available by texting TPS in capital letters to 85095. Obviously never give 
out your bank details, and don’t accept calls from banks: ring your regular bank number. Don’t 
keep potential scammers talking to waste their time, as they may clone your voice. Ensure you 
take off your name and address from discarded mail, and from prescription bags – your NHS number can lead to ID cloning. 
Not all traders on Checkatrade are what they say but you can check they have been vetted on kent.gov.uk/tschecked. Beware 
of online dating when you never see the person who then starts asking for money.  
 
It’s a frightening world, but Trading Standards are here to help make it safe. It’s also a useful idea to sign up for KCC Public 
Protection alert emails about scams, doorstep criminals and doorstep sellers on www.kent.gov.uk/consumeralerts 
There is lot of further useful information on the official website kent.gov.uk/business/trading-standards 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/consumeralerts
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From making benches to learning to knit, it’s 

all happening at the Shed 

Elham Community Shed is now firmly established in 
some villagers’ weekly routine, and new members are 
always welcome. 
Up to eight people regularly attend on Thursdays 
and Saturday mornings, and you can see evidence 
of the work carried out, not least in the lovely 
bench which is now an ideal resting place outside 
our new Londis shop. The shed 
team are frequently looking 
for good quality construction 
timber in good condition for 
future projects, please get in 
touch if you have some that 
you no longer need.  
 
Some members work on their 

own projects: one is restoring an old window frame, another a 
table, with help and guidance at the Shed. 
Others learn new skills. A ‘learn to knit session’ with Renee Bull 

was particularly suc-
cessful, with partici-
pants learning about 
different yarns, their 
uses and fabric con-
struction. How to read 
a knitting pattern is the 
next session on offer.   
 
Our primary school can 

proudly display a new banner which Shed members created all 
from recycled materials. Another member is making toothbrush holders for the school.  
 
A donation of tools and unwanted equipment has been made to TWAM for repair and refurbishment to support self - 
reliance project overseas. 
 
The programme for November: 
November 7th: 10am. Christmas decorations. Payment to be made for materials used. 

 

November 21st: Candle making with Roger. £10 for members, £15 for non-members, donations for tea and coffee. 8 
people have signed up. A few places left 
Message from Roger:  

                On Saturday 21st November we are going to make some beeswax candles ready for the dark evenings!  
                We will start at 10.00am and try to end at about 12.30pm. Tea and coffee provided. As per last year you should leave 
                with 4 tea lights, one rolled candle in a jar and an 8-inch dipped candle plus the knowledge of how to make them 
                yourselves. If you have an apron please bring it along in case of any wax splashes.  Limited to 10 participants – 
                 please book by sending an email to:- elhamshed@gmail.com 

 
November 28th: Wreath making with Renee and Jim. This session is fully booked.  
 

The Shed will close for Christmas from 26 December to 2 January.  
The final session will be on Saturday 19 December. 
The first session in 2027 will be on Thursday 7 January. 
 

Looking to 2027, January 9 is the membership renewal party. The bar will be open, come and enjoy cheese and nib-
bles, there will be live music by Off Grid. It’s an opportunity to meet other members and find out more about the 
Shed. 
Follow us on Facebook – email us for info and to book on elhamshed@gmail.com 
 

 

 

mailto:elhamshed@gmail.com
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 23 LOCAL NEWS 

Tickets are selling fast for 
our major Fundraiser – 
Toccata & Treats: A 
Candlelit Soiree on 
Saturday 14 November at 
7pm. A welcome drink and 
canapes come with your 
ticket and there will be a 
bar supported by the Kings 
Arms. And, of course, 
magnificent organ music in 
a magical setting during 
the evening. 

It promises to be a very 
special occasion and now 
even more special as there 
will be a silent auction for 
a week in a luxury villa on 
the delightful Ionian Greek 
island of Lefkas, 
generously donated by Sue 
and Michael Stanford Tuck.  

All proceeds will go to 
FoSM and will support our 
continuing programme of 
improvements to our 
historic parish church for 
the benefit of all of the 
community. 

Tickets are still available at 
Elham Londis or by ringing 
07545 339912. 

TG 

Elham Parish Library 
On February 10th 1809, one-time Elham resident, Lee Warly left a significant collection of 

over 1,300 16th and 17th century books to the 
Parish of Elham. 
The books together with his bookcases and 
writing desk were held in Elham church. Since 
1913 the library has been loaned to Canterbury 
Cathedral archives. 
It is now possible to see two books from our li-
brary on display at The Beaney in Canterbury, as 
part of the Christopher Marlowe exhibition. 
You will need to be quick as the exhibition finishes 
on Sunday 22nd November (closed Mondays).                                                                                                   
Bryan Badham  
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CHURCH PAGES 

NOTICES for November 
Every Tuesday at St. Mary’s…  Traditional Morning Prayer at 8.30am in the Jesus Chapel.  Download the free  

Church of England app or use the red book.  A good way to begin the day. https://play.google.com/store/apps/

details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1  

Every Monday at the Methodist Hall …   

Coffee and cake, a warm welcome and friendship, 10.30am – 12pm  

Churches Together in Elham Valley  

Please contact -: Ruth Collie (01303 840773)  for information 

Please visit our website for information about our churches, 

services & events www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk 

1
st

 November  – All Saints Day 

0800 Said Holy Communion  

1500 – Service of Commemoration of our Loved Ones Departed for All Souls – at Lyminge Church 

Lectionary readings: 

Revelation 7:9-end; Psalm 34: 1-10; John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12;  

8
th

 November  – 3
rd

 Sunday before Advent/Remembrance Sunday 

1040 Parade to War Memorial for 1050 Act of Remembrance, followed by Service of the Word 

Lectionary readings:  

Amos 5 :18-24; Psalm 70; 1 Thess 4:13- end; Matthew 25: 1-13 

15
th

 November – 2
nd

 Sunday before Advent 

0930 Eucharist 

Lectionary readings: 

Zephaniah 1:7,12-18; Psalm 90: 1-8,12; 1 Thess 5:1-11; Matthew 25: 14-30 

22
nd

 November  – Sunday next before Advent/Christ the King 

0930 Morning Service  

Lectionary readings: 

Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24; Psalm 95: 1-7; Ephesians 1:15—end; Matthew 25: 31-end 

29
th

 November – 1
st

 Sunday of Advent 

1100 Sung Eucharist for Advent at Canterbury Ca-

thedral 

Lectionary readings: 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-8; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-

end 

Elham Methodist Church 

(all at 9.30am unless otherwise  stated) 

Services for November 

1
st
 
   
Valley United Service 1015 at Rhodes Minnis 

8
th   

War Memorial 1045 

15
th
 United Service at Rhodes Minnis 

22
nd

  Valley United Service 1015 at Lyminge 

29
th
  Café Church at St Andrew’s 

Events for the December Notice sheet Please send to Margaret Keeble by 5th of each preceding month. 

m.keeble@outlook.com   

 

   

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
http://www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk


 

                                                                    Published by EVHA elhamnewsletter@gmail.com. Printed by The Sustainable Printworks,CT2 8ER  hello@thesustainableprintworks.co.uk25 

 25 
LOCAL  NEWS 

Donations   

We would greatly appreciate your help to continue our work for God in the village of Elham and surrounding 
areas.  If you can, please consider making a donation. This is our QR code for St Mary’s Elham. To donate us-
ing this code, open up the camera on a mobile phone - point the camera at the QR code – follow the instruc-

tions. �   

The offertory plate will go round in the service, during one of the hymns. There is also the opportunity to donate 
by card using the PAYAZ machine by the North door.  

Safeguarding / ‘A Safe Church’:   

If you ever have any concerns, contact our Parish Safeguarding Officer:  

Susannah Pallot :  susannahpallot@gmail.com  

Paper Copies of  Notices  

Some copies are available on the back table in church.  Please take a copy to give to those unable to access 
the internet.  

 

As many readers will be aware, Reverend Carol Bates is in the process of taking up a new post in the north west of the 
country.  
 With fewer resources in our parishes it will not be possible to provide a regular reflection for inclusion in newsletters or 
village magazines. 
 However, we will ensure that details of church services and events continue to be communicated regularly. 
 Once a new rector is installed they will no doubt review the situation. 
Do please contact any of the churchwardens whose details are publicised on the Elham Valley Group of Churches web-
site, or our benefice administrator, with any queries. 
With every blessing. 
Rev Sharon Paine 

mailto:susannahpallot@gmail.com
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LOCAL  NEWS and SERVICES 
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ELHAM SERVICES 
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 28 LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

A charming and characterful  

micropub located on our  

working farm in Acrise. 

Open Friday 16:00 – 22:30  

(drinks and bar snacks) 

Saturday 12:00 – 22:30  

(with food and live music) 

Sunday 12:00 – 18:00  

(drinks and bar snacks) 
 

Blandred Farm, Reece Lane, Acrise 

CT18 8LW 
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LOOKING AFTER YOU AND YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

Clinics in Ashford, Dover, New Romney      
 Home visits on request 

 

07745 532075 
 

Podiatry, Chiropody, Foot Health. 

Treating and managing foot and nail conditions, 
corns, callus, insoles, ingrown nails, diabetic 

foot care 
 

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk 
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LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

 

 

Sara’s Fruits 

Apple and Pear Juice - 1 Litre Bottles 

Frozen Fruits 500g Freezer Bags 

 

 

Raspberries Blueberries 

Littlegate House, Park Gate, Elham CT4 6NE 

Email sara@littlegatehouse.com 

07980911589 

FRESH BERRIES NOW ALSO FOR SALE  

Do you need a helping hand? 
 

Garden and Domestic Work 
House and Pet Sitting 

 Small Animal Care 
 
 
       

 
 Then please ’phone 

 Fiona Johnson 

 01303 840507 
  (working locally for 30 years)  



  

  

 

31 

LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

Hatha, Zen and Yin Yoga  

Mindfulness Meditation 

Trauma Informed Yoga 

 Pre and Post Natal Yoga 

1:1 and group classes  
 

Gentle Evening Yoga, Wednesdays 7-8 PM  

Morning Yoga, Fridays 10-11 AM 
Currently at St Mary’s Church Hall, Elham 

 

serenityyoga20@gmail.com 
 www.serenityyoga20.com 

 @serenityyoga 

 

Pilates, Skeletal alignment exercises and Stretch 
Tuesday Morning 08.30-09.25 and 9.30-10.25 
Elham Village Hall CT4 6SX 
 
Thursday morning 
Pilates, Mobility exercises and Stretch 
08.30- 09.25 and 09.30- 10.25 
 Elham Village Hall CT4 6SX 

janenemoat@gmail.com 

mailto:serenityyoga20@gmail.com
http://www.serenityyoga20.com
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BARKING BEAUTIES  

01303 840456 / 07866 463660 

Unit 11, Barham Business Park 

Valley Road, Barham CT4 6DQ 

Fully qualified City and Guilds grooming: 

Bathing, drying, nail clipping. De-matting. Hand stripping and 

de-shedding. 

Fully qualified City and Guilds Master Diploma and K9 First 

Aid qualified. 

£16 for simple wash and blow dry. 

www.affinityandbarkingbeauties.co.uk 

An independently owned veterinary 
surgery for all types of small animals. 

Separate waiting, consultation and 
recovery rooms for cats, small pets and 

dogs. 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 08:00-19:00 

Saturday 08:30-13:00 
24hour emergency service 

Hawkinge Veterinary Surgery 9b Defiant 
Close Hawkinge CT18 7SU 

TEL: 01303 764190 

www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk 
email hawkingevetsurgery@gmail.com  

 

 

   Mutts Appreciated   

Professional  
Dog Grooming Services 

 

Based in Newingreen 
Fully qualified and insured 

All breeds welcome 
Tel: 07927335947 

Instagram: @muttsappreciated 
 

LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

       

 

 Elham  

Dog Training Club  

Elham Village Hall 

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme 

All Levels Training  

Puppy Training 

Talking Dog’s Rally Training 

Kennel Club Accredited Instructor and 
Kennel Club Good Citizens Scheme 

Assessors 
Please call Sue Coulstock to book a space 

07979174659 or  

email: elhamdtc@gmail.com 

Visit www.elhamdogtrainingclub.com for more 
information 

Anna's Animal Physiotherapy  
RVN, Dip. A. Physio, IAAT. 

 
Offering physiotherapy 
assessment and treat-
ment of dogs, cats and 
small animals. 

 
Physiotherapy helps with osteoarthritis and the ageing 
pet, post operative orthopaedic surgery, neurological and 
spinal conditions, as well as unexplained lameness and 
many more conditions. 

 
I use a combination of manual therapy, electrotherapies 
and targeted exercises to rehabilitate your pet depending 
on your their needs. I also address environmental and 
exercise factors that can help your pet with their condi-
tion and we construct a home treatment plan that works 
for you and your pet. 

 
I have over 19 yrs experience working with animals, I am 
fully insured and am a member of the International As-
sociation of Animal Therapists (IAAT). 

For more information please visit my website: 

annasanimalphysio.co.uk  
or feel free to contact me on 07944 606453  

or email me at: anna@annasanimalphysio.co.uk   
 

Instagram: @annas_animal_physiotherapy,  
Facebook @annasanimalphysiotherapy   

http://www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk
http://annasanimalphysio.co.uk/
mailto:anna@annasanimalphysio.co.uk
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Air Link Cars 

(You pack up, We pick up) 

 
               Airport, Seaport and Long Distance  
                             Travel Specialist 

The family run business  
where service really counts.  

Estate cars and people carriers. 
Fixed price 24 hrs a day. No extras. 

Written confirmation of booking. 
Established 10 years. 

For the Easy Airport Link, Think Air Link! 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

Luxury German Kitchens at Internet Prices 

 

 

Contemporary and traditional styles 

Family run local business with the most  
experienced design team in the area 

 

Built-in appliances from Neff, Bosch, Siemens and Miele 
 

Visit our showroom at:  Units 8-10 Kingsmead, Park Farm Ind. Est. 
Folkestone CT19 5EU 

01303 223322 
info@tradexltd.co.uk 

mailto:info@tradexltd.co.uk
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Swanson Plumbing and 

Heating 
Local Elham Valley  

experienced plumber 

Reliable and on time 

From taps to bathrooms  

to complete heating systems 

24hr emergency service 

Call 07971090018 / 01303 840177 

Email FBS_LTD@Yahoo.co.uk  

 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

 

FINCHAM  
 

PLUMBING and HEATING 
 

We specialise in 
bathroom remodelling,  

including all tiling and pipework. 
Natural gas boiler servicing.  

Installation, Maintenance, Repairs 
and Replacement. 

All your plumbing requirements. 
Martin is a qualified Plumber 

and Gas Engineer.   
 
 

Gas Safe registered. 
 
 

Rosemary and Martin Fincham 
 

07835 851 706 
 

JACKSON PLUMBING 
Domestic plumbing and property maintenance 

No job too small 

Special Rates for O.A.P.s 

Free estimates 

 

Home/eveningor daytime direct line to 

the proprietor   07773 089398  

Email: jackson.mark20@gmail.com 

mailto:FBS_LTD@Yahoo.co.uk
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D.M.B. Plastering 
All aspects undertaken 

Interior, Exterior, Plastering, Rendering,  

Coving, Ceilings, Walls, Floors 
 

Finest quality assured, CSCS Certified 

28 years experience  
Free estimates  -  Reliable service  -  Fully 

insured 
 

Call David on 07818 607209 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

 

ANDY MANNERING FLOORING 
SPECIALISING IN AMTICO AND KARNDEAN 

LUXURY VINYL TILES 
Also Safety Flooring, Rubber Flooring etc 

Commercial and Domestic Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small 

Free Estimates and Advice Given 
Over 35 years experience 

Fully Insured 
Telephone: 0797 434 7248 or 01303 863095 

info@andymanneringflooring.com 
 

Please visit my website for further information and to view 
my Feedback 

www.andymanneringflooring.com 

SARAH de ROUGEMONT 

UPHOLSTERY 

Established 1990 

Loose Covers - Fabrics -  

Roman Blinds          
  All commissions considered 

          Tel: 01227 455841 

      Mob: 07973 377817 

 

CEDAR HOME MAINTENANCE 
General Builders and Roofing Specialist  

Roofing.-.PVC.-.windows/doors.-.Kitchens/

Bathrooms.-.Plastering.-.Electrical- 

Installations - Plumbing 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE  

NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

All Work carried out by Qualified Tradesmen 

(Fully insured – all areas of Kent covered) 

Mobile: 07968197613 Office: 01303 230787 

Email:cedarhm@hotmail.co.uk 

www.cedarhomemaintenance.co.uk 

mailto:info@andymanneringflooring.com
Tel:01227
mailto:cedarhm@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.cedarhomemaintenance.co.uk/
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R.B.W. 
 

KENT’S WATER FEATURE SPECIALISTS 
AND POND BUILDING EXPERTS 

 

  Garden/Pond Design, Building and Refurbishments 

  Pond Cleaning/Maintenance/Maintenance Contracts 

  Child Safe Pond Covers 

  Filtration Specialists 

  Patios-Decking-Fencing-Brickwork-Arbours 

 
Tel. 07563 212858 

FREE ESTIMATES and CONSULTATIONS 
 

www.reflectionbywater.com   
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com 

Established in 2001, award winning Hythe Garden 
Landscapes have been delivering the highest level of 
service to both domestic and commercial clients for 
a number of years.  
 

We are fully insured members of the Association for  
Professional Landscapers (APL) and encompass every  

aspect of gardening including: 

  One-off garden  tidy 

 Garden maintenance packages 

 Complete garden builds 

 Pruning 

 Planting 

 Tree surgery 

  Turfing 

 Lawn Treatment 

 Winter garden services 
 Please take a look at our website 

www.hythegardenlandscapes.co.uk  
to see some of the projects that our professional, reliable 

team have completed, or call us on  

01303 770610  

 

 

 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

KJB 
Garden Services

Mowing Pruning 
Weeding

Hedge cutting
General garden 

maintenance

Over 35 years 
experience
Contact Kevin
01303 862181

Mobile 07704989402
Email kbaldock06@gmail.com

Tree Work-Hedge Cutting 
Lawn Mowing - Pruning 

Garden Maintenance  

Garden Waste Clearance 

and so much more! 

Thoughtful garden care, local to you. 

hello@foxandoak.co.uk 

www.foxandoak.co.uk 

07793 061380 

http://www.hythegardenlandscapes.co.uk/
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Bossingham Groundworks 
and Landscaping 

  

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

 
Excavation                                       Stables 
Site Clearance                                 Fencing 
Demolition                                       Drainage 
Brickwork                                        Concreting 
Turfing                                             Driveways and 

                                                                        Patios 

Mob 07894 007660  



 

 

 

40 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

Need a Van? Then I’m your Man! 

For all light removals, furniture, domestic 
items including house clearances 

 Avoid expensive deposits, pick-ups and drop-offs 

 Remove, dispose of or recycle all household 
items, including electrical 
appliances 

 Based in Barham 

 Reasonable and fair rates 

 Free estimates and quotations 

Call Christian on 07771 728080 
Email  christianmanandvan@gmail.com  

mailto:christianmanandvan@gmail.com


SERVICES FOR ELHAM 

East Kent Mole Catcher 

No Mole – No Fee  
Your local mole catcher, based in Ash, covering all 

local towns and villages.  

Offering mole control for your lawns, gardens and 
paddocks. Public liability insurance.  

                          Call/Text – Keith, East Kent Mole 
Catcher  07876 686543 

Email – molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com 
www.eastkentmolecatcher.co.uk 

41 
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SERVICES FOR ELHAM 
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SERVICES FOR ELHAM 

 

 

 

CAROL CREES 
CLEARANCES 

HOUSE CLEARANCE IN SOUTH EAST 
KENT 

Based in Folkestone 
Full/Part House Clearance 

Est. over 30 years –Fair Prices Paid 
Antique/Vintage/Retro/Modern 

Registered Rubbish Carrier 
 

Contact SIMON CULLEN 07745 421680 
sijnzo@aol.com 
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Wednesday November 18th

7.00 for 7.30pm
in the 

Peggy Pike Room 
at Elham Village Hall.

Join us for an evening of chat and music. 

Bar opens at 7.00. Dessert to follow.

Everyone welcome.

Entry: £5.00 on the door

DESSERT ISLAND DISCS
featuring 

Gabriel Facchini
as the castaway. 

LIGHT UP ELHAM!

If you would like a four-foot tree with lights for the OUTSIDE of your house to be 
seen from the street - please complete the request form in the November
Newsletter and pop it into the Elham Newsletter box in the Londis Shop or email 
your address and details to Julia Newman at  juliawuk@yahoo.co.uk by the 20 
November. 

We expect the trees will be available for you to collect from Elham Village Hall on 
Saturday 28 November 10.00 -12.00. Please contact Julia or Roger Newman if you 
need any assistance with the erection of your tree - 07734138487

We are asking for a minimum of £20.00 for each tree requested by participating 
households. This is a non- profit-making venture - the price is the unit cost of each 
tree. The lights are loaned if you require them - you just have to plug them in. 

The big switch on, ‘Light Up Elham’ is at 17.00 on Sunday 6 
December. Meet at 16.55 at  The Triangle . 

 


