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Date Event Time Location Contact Page 

Wednesday 1 May Social Snacks and  Cinema 
19.00 for 

19.30 

Peggy Pike Room Elham 

Village Hall 

Jan Stanyon 
01303 840820 

5 

Monday 6 May May Bank Holiday     

Tuesday 7 May Elham Valley Walkers 10.00 
Red Lion, Bridge 

CT4 5AR 

Ros Humphries 
07760 485352 

27 
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Do you need a helping hand? 
 

Garden & Domestic Work 
House & Pet Sitting 
 Small Animal Care 
 
 
       

 
 Then please ’phone 

 Fiona Johnson 

 01303 840507 
  (working locally for 28 years)  

Air Link Cars 

 
Airport, Seaport & Long Distance Travel Specialist 

The family run business  
where service really counts.  

Estate cars and people carriers. 
Fixed price 24 hrs a day. No extras. 

Written confirmation of booking. 
Established 10 years. 

For the Easy Airport Link, Think Air Link! 

Your local reliable Electrician 
Part P Registered & Elecsa Approved 

Insured & On Competent Persons Register 
For a free quotation & advice call James on 

01303 766333  
www.sunhouse-electrical.com 

Nicki’s Garden Design 
and Consultancy  

Hadlow College Trained and Qualified 
 

Bespoke planting designs from whole garden projects to 
container gardening and old tired borders 

Plants can be supplied 
Lawn mowing service available 

Nicki 07748628993 

http://www.sunhouse-electrical.com
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Welcome to the Elham Newsletter  May 2024 
 

Our front cover pictures are of flowers in abundance in Elham. Are they weeds or 
simply plants?  However you describe them, they certainly brighten the gardens and 
hedgerows! 
Thank you to all contributors to the Elham Newsletter and of course to the people who 
deliver it to your door. The EVHA is inviting all volunteers to a ‘Cream Tea’ on 
Saturday May 25th at 3.00pm at the Village Hall. If you are a newsletter 
distributor or have attended our Volunteering Days, please do come along and meet with other 
like-minded people in your community.  
If you would like to support  EVHA why not attend one of the fundraising events? 
We always welcome new  volunteers to help distribute the Newsletter or help maintain our Village Hall.  
If you have an hour or so to spare each month, why not join us? 
Take a look at ‘What’s On, In and Around Elham’, there may be something going on in May that you  in 
which you could  take part. If you have any special activities that have happened or are planned for 
June 2024, do send details and pictures before May 13th to elhamnewsletter@gmail.com.                                           
Editor, Renee Bull 

What’s On, In and Around ELHAM  

Page 3 Editor’s note / what’s on in Elham / Contents 

Page 4 Who’s who and what’s where /  EVHA BACS details 

Page 5  Elham Village Hall Association  news / Social Snacks and Cinema / Hiring information 

Page 6 / 7 / 8 Parish Council Minutes for April / Covid Vaccination Booster /  Elham Environmental Group 

Page 9  Jamming / Kent Count Council Report  

Pages 10 / 11 / 12 /13 Church pages and news 

Page 14 Elham Valley Line Trust poster / Wordsearch.  

Page 15 Friendship lunch / Elham Observations 

Page 16  Know Your Neighbour 

Page 19 / 20 / 21 Elham Gardening Society / Open Gardens / Elham Farmers’ Market 

Pages 22 / 23 Elham Village Hall Quiz / Elham Community Shed 

Page 24  Summer Food and Craft Festival 

Page 25  Age UK timetable and events / Elham Valley Walkers 

Page 26 Elham Valley Walkers / Jumping Downs walk with Alfie Gay 

Page 27 Village Forum 

Page 28 / 29 Elham Sports Club  / Table Tennis / Bowls / Cricket 

Pages 30 / 44 
Looking After You and Your Family’s Wellbeing / Looking After Your Home and Your Garden /  
Elham Services 
 

Contents 

Date Event Time Location Contact Page 

Thursday 9 
May 

Flower Arranging without oasis 14.30 St Mary’s Church Advert 18 

Sat 11 and 
Sun 12 May 

Elham Valley Line Trust Militaria days  EVLY Poster  14 

Sat 11 May Spring Wildlife at Jumping Downs 
10.30 -12.00 
13.00 - 14.30 

Jumping Downs 
Alfie Gay 

07725 466003 
26 

Monday 13 
May 

Parish Council Meeting 19.30 Elham Primary School n/a 7 

Week 11 –18 

May 
Register your Scarecrow n/a 

From Elham Valley 

Store 
See advert 20 

Thursday 16 
May 

Elham Gardening Society 
                      Linda Stewart’s Garden 

17.00 At the Garden See website 18 

Wednesday 
22 May 

Age UK BINGO   Lyminge See Poster 17 

Sunday 19 
May 

Elham Valley Walkers  

 
10.00 

The Bell Inn  

CT15 7LG 

Ros Humphries 
07760 485382 

26 

Saturday 25 
May 

EVHA Volunteers’  Cream Tea 15.00 - 17.00 Elham Village Hall 
Renee Bull  

01303 840295 
3 

Wed.,Fri., 
Sat.,and Sun 
thru’out June 

South East Open Studies - ART 12.00 - 16.00 St Mary’s Church Hall See Advert 13 

Sat., Sun. 
8/9 June 

EGS Open Gardens  All weekend In the village See website 20 

Sunday 9 
June 

Elham Farmers’ Market 11.00 The Square  Debbie   

Monday 10 
June 

Induction of new priest, Carol Bates n/a St Mary’s Church 
Peter Swain 

01303 840408 
12 
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ELHAM VILLAGE HALL PERSONNEL 
(all are volunteers)  
 

President: Jan Stanyon 
Vice President: Liz Cox                                     
Treasurer:                             Sue Weller 
Secretary                               Miranda Weller   
 

                 Other Committee members: 
Maureen Alexander                 Trevor Bateman          
Renee Bull                               Jim Clements                            
John Tebbs                              Jon Vince 
 

Registered Office: Elham Village Hall, High 
Street, Elham, CT4 6SX 
 

Editor and advertising; 

elhamnewsletter@gmail.com 
Renee Bull   
 01303 840295 
 

Distribution organiser:   
Janet Pain                              07710595891 
 

Please email any newsletter copy to the editor 

by 9am on the 13
th

 of the month prior to 
publishing or by hand into the Elham Village 
Hall bag at Elham Valley Stores. 
 
 

Whilst every care is taken in gathering and presenting 
the information by the volunteers who produce the 
Newsletter, errors can occur. No responsibility is 
accepted for any errors or omissions nor 
consequential loss or liability. Opinions expressed in 
this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Elham 
Village Hall Association.  We do our best to produce 
an interesting, accurate and informative read.  

 
ELHAM VILLAGE HALL               01303 840128 
 

ELHAM SPORTS CLUB               01303 840485  

 

DOCTORS 
 

The Elham Surgery, Old Road 01303 840213 
The Hawkinge Health Centre  01303 232300 
74 Canterbury Road, Hawkinge 
 

HOSPITALS 
 

William Harvey, Ashford  01233 633331 
Kent and Canterbury, Canterbury 01227 766877 
Royal Victoria Hospital (walk-in)     01303 850202 
 
 

PHARMACY 
 

21 Station Road, Lyminge  01303 862425 
Tesco Pharmacy (Junct 10a M20)  0345 6779273 
 

SCHOOL 
 

Elham C of E Primary School 01303 840325 

© Copyright Elham Village Hall Association 2024 Permission must be obtained for reproduction in any format. 

WHO’S WHO and WHAT’S WHERE 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

  Damian Collins  01303 253524 
 
KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

                   Susan Carey               01303 670561 
 
FOLKESTONE and HYTHE DISTRICT  
COUNCILLORS 

James Butcher          james.butcher@ 
                                  folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
David Godfrey           07584 304301 
Stephen Scoffham     stephen.scoffham@ 
                                   folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
 
 

ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL  

VETERINARY 
 

Lord Whisky Low-Income  
Veterinary Clinic                             01303 862622 
Bourne Vets, Bekesbourne  01227 832322 
Manor Vets, Folkestone  01303 273203 
Hawkinge Vets, Hawkinge  01303 764190 

                                        

ELHAM CHURCHES www.elhamchurches.com 
 

St Mary The Virgin, Church of England 
Wardens: Peter Swain            01303 840408 
 

Methodist Church, High Street   
Minister: Rev Gill Songer  01303 240228 
                                                  

COUNCIL COMMUNITY WARDEN 
 

Gary Harrison                                  07977 982185 
 
 

SAMARITANS  (freefone)              116 123 
 

LIBRARY 
 

Mobile Library is fortnightly in Elham outside the 
Rose and Crown - Fridays at 12.35 -13.05.  
 
A selection of used books is available for a donation 
in St Mary The Virgin  Church, The Square.   

Chairman - Kevin Lamb 01303 840215 

Vice Chair - Christeen Chapman 01303 840224 

Brian Swan 01303 840006 

Geoff Clements 01303 840255 

Kevin Allen 01303 862087 

Steve Jones 07712 893362 

BACS PAYMENT DETAILS FOR EVHA: 
 

Elham Village Hall Association Ltd 
Sort Code: 09- 01- 52 

Account No. 13698706 
 

Elham Village Hall Association website: 
 www.elhamvillagehall.co.uk 

         
elham.co.uk  

www.elhamvillagehall

.co.uk.  

http://www.elhamchurches.com
http://www.visitelham.co.uk
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Elham Village Hall Association News 

 

                                                                                                                             

      The perfect venue for every occasion 

         ELHAM VILLAGE HALL 

 

Situated in the beautiful Elham Valley, our 
modern village hall offers convenient and flexible facilities. Ideal for small or large 

occasions, happy or sad, from business meetings  to christenings, wakes,  
birthday parties and weddings. 

 

Approved by Kent County Council as a venue for the solemnisation of civil 
marriages and the formation of civil  partnerships.  

 

Take a look at our website:   www.elhamvillagehall.co.uk  
 

Contact  Maggie Tappenden  telephone 01303 862467  mobile 0774 6790 618 for further information. 
 

bookingsecretary.evh@gmail.com 
All hiring at competitive rates                

A Weekend Cleaner is required as soon as possible for Elham Village Hall.  

For further details please contact 07746 790618 or 
email bookingsecretary.evh@gmail.com. 

Social Snacks and Cinema 

Wednesday 1st May 7 for 7.30 

This month we have a Juicy theatrical film for yoUr delectation and Delight. Come along to the cosy PeggY 

Pike Room at Elham Village hall to see what its all about. Entry is just £5.00 on the door. Snacks and ice creams 

available at the interval., the Platinum Bar opens at 7.00pm  Everyone welcome! 

http://www.elhamvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:bookinsecretary.evh@gmail.com
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ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
cgreenwood@elhampc.co.uk  

 

 

 

Abbreviated draft minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council on 8th April 2024. 

It was agreed that the Vice Chair (Cllr Chapman) would preside as Chair of the meeting. 
 

Those Present: Councillors: C Chapman (Vice), G Clements (arrived at 7.40pm), B Swan, S Peall, 9 members of the 
public and Clerk. Apologies: Cllr K Lamb (Chair) and K Allen – received and accepted. 

 
Public Contribution : Environment Group – to introduce members and give a brief outline of current and future 
projects. 

 
Minutes of meeting. 
1. Resolved: The minutes of the Staffing Committee of 4th March 2024 were approved and were signed as a true 
record by the Chair of the meeting. 
2. Resolved: The minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council of 4th March 2024 were approved and 
were signed as a true record by the Chair of meeting. 
3. Resolved: The minutes of the Communities and Amenities Committee meeting of 11th March 2024 were 
approved and were signed as a true record by the Chairman of meeting. 

 
Chair’s Report 
On behalf of the Parish Council would like to wish Cllr Kevin Lamb a speedy recovery. 
 
Thank you to all who attended the working party on 6th April putting the finishing touches to the Community Orchard.   

 
Planning 
1. The following applications were noted, consider and comments agreed: 
24/0010/FH - amended plan received - Manor Lodge, Canterbury Road, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6UG- Demolition of 
detached garage and erection of detached garage/outbuilding. Alternative to that approved under 22/0800/FH. 
Resolved: Should the Planning Officer be minded approving this application Elham Parish Council request that 
it be called in to committee. Concerns of the Council are: Loss of privacy to the neighbouring properties with the 
already installed larger velux windows. Should it be a business there are concerns with the access / sight lines 
onto the Canterbury Road.  
23/2035/FH -  Single storey pitched roof extension with dormer, replacement window, doors & roof tiles – Cockpit 
Cottage, Cock Lane, Elham. Resolved: No objection. 
24/0265/FH - Beverlea, Clavertye, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6YE -  Proposed flat roofed rear dormer. Resolved: No 
objection. 
24/0323/FH - Cherries, Cherry Gardens, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6SZ - Single storey front extension, revised 
fenestration and render, conversion of existing garage, loft space with rear dormer. Resolved: Elham Parish Council 
were unable to provide an approval or objection due  to the applicant making  the Parish Council aware that the 
details on the application form are incorrect; windows are to be anthracite upvc  not white upvc as stated on 
application for and the roof tiles were to be slate and not clay tiles as stated on the application form. The Parish 
Council would like to receive all amendments to allow a decision / view to be given. 
24/0342/FH - Hawes Farm Cottage, Clavertye, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6YE -  Demolition of garage and erection of a 
two storey side and rear extension. Resolved: No objection. 
2. There was one application received since the agenda was published.  
24/0321/FH and 24/0375/FH (Listed Building Consent) - Wise Follies, The Square, Elham, Canterbury, St Mary's 
Road, Elham, CT4 6TJ -  Demolition of non original extensions and a single storey rear extension with internal 
changes. Resolved: No objection. 
3. Decisions made by Folkestone and Hythe District Council were received and noted:  
23/1872/FH -17 Hog Green, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6TU - Single storey rear and side extension – Approved with 
conditions. 
24/0138/FH/PA- Mount Lodge, Mount Bottom, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6UJ- Determination as to whether the prior 
approval of the Local Planning Authority is required under Schedule 2, Part 6 of the Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the erection of an agricultural store – Refused. 
24/0066/FH - Longacre, Canterbury Road, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6UE - Alterations and part replacement of the 
existing rear extension with bi-fold doors and skylight windows – Approved with conditions. 
23/1313/FH - Hunters Lodge, Magpie Lane, Rhodes Minnis, Canterbury, CT4 6XP- Proposal: Erection of two bay 
carriage house 6m x 5.4m – Approved with conditions. 
Y19/1378 – Methodist Church, High Street, Elham – This application will be discussed by FHDC Planning Committee 
on Tuesday 16th April. 

 

 

mailto:cgreenwood@elhampc.co.uk
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ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
cgreenwood@elhampc.co.uk  

 

 

 

 
...cont/ Abbreviated draft minutes of the Ordinary 
meeting of the Parish Council on 8th April 2024. 

Community and Amenities 
1. Church wall – Further to a lengthy discussion regarding the quotations received, it was agreed that the 

Clerk would request references from all contractors prior to a decision being made.  It was agreed that 
the Clerk would submit the planning application for the works to the Church Wall at the cost of 
£216.50. 

2. The Gore– The Clerk gave an update  - tender packs were being sent out and once collated there would 
be an agenda item for a future Ordinary meeting. 

3. Burial Ground  
i) Further to a lengthy discussion regarding quotations received for the tree works to the burial ground,  

it was agreed to proceed with Harmer and Sons at the price of £3894.00 
ii) It was agreed that the Clerk could expend up to £100 for the repair of the tap to the burial ground. 
iii) Application for memorial to Non Con B7was considered and agreed / approved. 

 
Environment Group - It was agreed that discussions regarding a bench to the herb garden in the King George 
V would be deferred until a future meeting of the Parish Council. The clerk is to request a price for a bench 
from the Fifth Trust. 
 
Trees - It was agreed that a Negative Survey would be instructed including the Gore.  A full survey will be 
carried out on all areas in 2026. 
 
D-Day - It was agreed to defer discussions regarding D-Day until the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council in 
May. 
 
Finance 
1. The Accounts from February 

2024 were a true record and 
were signed by the Chairman of 
the meeting. 

2. The Bank Reconciliation from 
February 2024 was a true record 
and was signed by the Chairman 
of the meeting. 

3. It was noted that all Councillors 
received the Accounts for March 2024. 
4. It was noted that all Councillors 
received the Bank Reconciliation for 
March 2024. 
5. The March invoices were agreed, 
and payments were approved. 
6. The amended budget was 
considered and approved.  
7. It was agreed to transfer 

£22364.22 from the current 
account to the reserve account 
(total of ringfenced funds). 

 
Correspondence - The receipt of 
correspondence was noted, and any 
required actions agreed.  
 
Date of next meeting and Close -  The 
next meeting of the Parish Council will be 
The Annual meeting of the Parish Council 
on Monday 13th May 2024 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the 

meeting closed at 9.03pm 

 

mailto:cgreenwood@elhampc.co.uk
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ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
cgreenwood@elhampc.co.uk  

 

 
Elham Environmental Group 

 

Whether spending time in the village’s green spaces, out on the 

public footpaths which crisscross the parish or venturing back out to 

your gardens, the opportunity to spend time outside feels particularly 

precious this year. After another warm, wet winter, long predicted and 

now seemingly the norm, one can be forgiven for experiencing 

something like an emergence from hibernation with the advent of 

lighter, longer and (hopefully!) drier days. 

Spring is springing in the King George V playing field. The bulb area, 

planted in December with the help of Year 6 students and teachers from the primary school, was 

showing a host of daffodils and snake’s head fritillaries in April. Still emerging, and showing by the 

time you read this, are the alliums and bluebells. As these are all naturalising plants, we hope this 

area will become more and more colourful with each spring. 

Our herb garden is now in 

its third year, and we 

continue to maintain it on a 

regular basis – you’ll find it 

in the north-east corner of 

the playing field. The herbs 

are at their best at the 

moment - fresh, green and 

tasty – so please do go 

along and help yourself to 

fennel, rosemary, sage, 

thyme, marjoram and 

many more! 

And the first wildflowers 

are showing in the evolving 

meadow area which we 

planted by the herb garden 

last year - including red 

campion, oxeye daisies, 

cranesbill and geraniums. 

The north end of the 

playing field will be full of 

colour through the spring 

and summer months and 

be home to a host of insect 

life. 

Our group is still small in 
number, so please 
consider joining us if you 
are interested in being 
involved (email 

burrows.chris@btinternet.com ). Aside from our community group, there are many other ways to 
support nature in our corner of the south-east - the Kent Wildlife Trust is one of the 46 affiliated 
charities country-wide, membership of which supports and provides lots of great information about 
its many reserves and conservation programmes across Kent - www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk. 
 

mailto:cgreenwood@elhampc.co.uk
mailto:burrows.chris@btinternet.com
http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk
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LOCAL NEWS 

County Councillor’s report Elham 
May 2024 

 

                 Jamming Sessions 

Acoustic Music Collective! 

Do you enjoy making and playing music with other people? There 

are no expectations of virtuosity, just an appetite for playing a musical instrument 

with others. Why not join in with whatever instruments you play with a suggestion 

of tunes that you can share? 

We meet  on Tuesday evenings in the Anna Clayton Room upstairs in the Village 

Hall, from 7.30pm. For more information and confirmation of your joining us please 

ring me on 01303 840295 or 07850072108. Jim Clements  

KCC has launched another round of SolarTogether, the collective buying scheme for solar panels and 
battery storage. The scheme is open to Kent homeowners and small businesses and several hundred 
households have already registered their interest. When we know how many people have registered 
their interest a reverse price auction (lowest bidder wins) is held with pre-vetted installers. Individual 
quotes are then sent to those who have registered. Individuals benefit from the ‘bulk buying’ price and 
the installers have a guaranteed pipeline of work which benefits them. There’s a link for registration 
via the KCC website and the district councils in Kent are promoting the scheme.  
 
Consultations are currently being held on Early Years Education in Kent (universal, targeted and 
specialist) and on the school term dates for the next three years. You’ll find these at 
letstalk.kent.gov.uk and if you register to take part, you’ll be alerted to future KCC consultations. 
There are also continuing opportunities to get involved in ‘Making Space for Nature’ which is creating 
a Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Kent and Medway. This is part of a nationwide effort to identify 
land that is important for biodiversity and how best to create wildlife corridors as well as reward 
landowners for their role in making space for nature. 

KCC is currently very close to safe limits for the number of young people we have in our care. There 
is still only a voluntary system for transferring Unaccompanied Asylum-Seeking Children arriving in 
Kent to other local authorities to share the burden. The courts have ruled that the Government needs 
to put in place a better system, but they have also ruled that KCC must accept responsibility for the 
UASC that arrive in Kent and we cannot differentiate between care offered to them and our own 
citizen children. A series of homes are being set up around Kent to house the UASC and recruitment 
is taking place for more social workers. However, as I’ve reported before, the numbers involved are 
more than any one council can reasonably accommodate. 
  
On 06 April I helped mulch the trees planted last autumn in the new Elham Community Orchard. All 
the trees have survived the winter and seem well established with some already in blossom. They 
may need watering later in the year (hard as this is to imagine right now).  
On 10 April I met with fellow trustees of the Sir John Williams charity which supports Elham Primary 
School and makes grants to young people in Elham Parish towards their costs of studying at 
University, College or Apprenticeships. It’s always a pleasure to be able to support our young people 
this way and to see the reports they send. Do look out for the notice that invites applications for 
grants from this autumn. 
 
I was delighted that the Kings Arms has been declared the best pub in Kent at the 2024 National Pub 
& Bar Awards.  Congratulations. 
 
Susan Carey, Member for Elham Valley, Kent County Council 
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CHURCH PAGES 

Methodist Church:  (at 9.30am unless 

otherwise stated)  

5th   10.15am United Service at Rhodes Minnis 

12th  Tim James 

19th  Christine Slater 

26th  Local arrangement 

Dear Friends, 

Easter’s come and gone! This year it seemed to arrive very quickly and so soon after Christmas. No 

sooner has the baby been born, and the wise men from the East come to worship him, than we find 

him stretched on a cross and then we celebrate the fact that he has risen from the dead. As 

Christians we are Easter people and we carry the Risen Christ with us through the day, through 

every day. Jesus said that after he went he would send the Holy Spirit – and later this month comes 

Pentecost, the birthday of the Church. What does this mean for us, the ordinary people of God upon 

whom the Holy Spirit rests?  

It means that as we meet week by week, we are part of the Church universal, the Church “spread 

out through all time and space and rooted in eternity, terrible as an army with banners, ….. a 

spectacle which makes the boldest tempters uneasy.” (CS Lewis) 

Why are they uneasy? Not because of what we can do by ourselves, but because of God’s “power 

that is at work in us”.  (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

When David Livingstone first began his ministry in Africa, some of the native tribes opposed him. 

One particular warlike tribe said they were going to kill him and everyone in his party. One afternoon 

as they were setting up camp, word was out that these warriors had been tracking him all day, they 

were outside the camp and they were going to attack and kill everyone when it got dark.  

They didn't attack that night. Later the tribe was brought to faith in Christ. David Livingstone asked 

the chief of the tribe, "Do you remember the night you were tracking my party?" 

The chief said, "That's right, we were ready to attack the camp that night and kill you and everyone 

else." 

David Livingstone asked, "Why didn't you attack?" 

The chief said, "When we got close to the camp, we looked and saw 47 warriors surrounding your 

camp with swords in their hands." 

David Livingstone was baffled. They didn't have any guards, any warriors. 

However, later when he was on furlough in Scotland, he shared this story at a church that was 

supporting him. A man came up to him afterwards with his prayer journal. He said, "Look, I wrote it 

down, January 14, 1856. That night a group of men came to pray for you. We prayed for your 

protection. I wrote it down. There were 47 men praying that night for you." 

That’s our God; that’s the power which can be at work in us,  if we will only let him.     Mike Chinneck 

Please visit our website for information about our churches, services & events 
www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk   

St Mary’s (open daily 9-5): 

5th   8.45am – Rogation Walk to Denton & 

Wootton (no service) 

12th  9.30am – Service of the Word 

19th   9.30am – Eucharist (see below) 

26th  9.30am – Service of the Word 

 

Churches Together in Elham  

Prayer meetings in the Methodist Hall, open to all persons of any denomination or none.  

Bi-monthly, on a Saturday morning, at 8 am,  half an hour of prayer followed by breakfast at 8.30 (please 

let David Whitethread know if you are coming – 840650 or 07961053335).    

The next Prayer Breakfast is 1st June. All welcome, come and join us. 

Coffee & Cake morning – Mondays, 1030 to 1200. 

http://www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk
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CHURCH PAGES 

St Mary’s  

We will be holding a goodbye event 

for  

Ted Clarke and Graham 

Ernest-Jones  

on 

Sunday the 19th of May 
after the service.  

Drinks and finger food will be 
available.  

Cream Tea Afternoon 

Saturday 1st June at Reast Lane Gate, Reece Lane, Acrise CT18 8LW 

2-5pm – entrance £5 (includes refreshments) 

 

Scones, cakes, drinks; plus a raffle, stalls, children’s games, garden walk 

Proceeds to St Martin’s Church, Acrise  ~ For more info 01303 844640 

Ample parking, including disabled 

The young and the young at heart rolling Easter eggs down Duck Street outside of St Mary's Church. 
Hot cross buns, coffee and tea fuelled their athletic endeavours!  
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                                                        St Mary the Virgin, Elham  

 

Supporting St Mary’s Church, Elham 

Regular giving & Single donations 

                              ____________________________                April 2024 

                     

St Mary’s Church relies entirely for its income on regular giving, donations and fundraising within the 

parish. From this income we cover our running costs, and with the help of the Friends, the essential 

building repairs. In addition we make a contribution to the diocese for the provision of a parish priest, 

and we are delighted to announce that a new priest has been appointed to the parish, Revd Carol 

Bates, who will be inducted in St Mary’s on 10 June.           

 

For the last two years we have had to reduce our contributions to the diocese in order to remain 

solvent, and in keeping ourselves afloat, it is important that St Mary’s is able to claim any available gift 

aid tax on donations. In streamlining the process of giving, our diocese has adopted the Parish Giving 

Scheme, which is available to individual parishes, and greatly simplifies the process of giving and 

reclaiming tax from HMRC. 

 

The Parish Giving Scheme  (www.parishgiving.org.uk) 

The PGS is a charity administered by the C of E to assist parishes in the collection of regular 

giving and single donations, and reclaiming the tax as gift aid. 

Elham has joined the Scheme, and most of our givers are enrolled and very happy with it. 

A giver agrees to a monthly, quarterly or annual direct debit, or a single one-off donation, and their 

payment is made to the PGS bank account.  

A single payment of the total of all the direct debits collected in a month is then paid to the St 

Mary’s Church bank account, and with no deductions or costs.   

A list of givers is provided to the church to check against its records, which remain confidential.  

For taxpayers who complete a Gift Aid Declaration when signing up, an additional 25% in gift aid 

tax is receivable from HMRC, and a single payment for total gift aid is received into our bank 

account monthly, and with no need for us to make a claim. 

 

New well-wishers supporting Elham’s church are encouraged to use the PGS direct debit or single 

donation facility. This will mean completing an online PGS direct debit mandate and gift aid 

declaration. There is no minimum amount for periodic contributions. See below for details of how to 

sign up. However, if you are uncomfortable with this, we will remain grateful for your giving however 

made, and the gift aid tax will still be recovered.  

                                                                    

Thank you for your giving, and supporting a living church in Elham.  

With best wishes, 

St Mary’s Church Parochial Church Council. Elham. 

CHURCH PAGES 

http://www.parish
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Signing up for a Direct Debit with the PGS 

 

Methods of signing up  Online, go to www.parishgiving.org.uk 

 
   Telephone the PGS and give details - 03330021271. 

Register online  Set up a password - you will receive an email link. 

Parish   St Mary the Virgin 

Elham PGS code  06 06 06 092  (enter without spaces) 

In the village of   Elham 

In the diocese of   Canterbury 

Set up DD   Amount and frequency. 

                                     Gift to increase automatically with inflation each year, yes or no. 

Select Gift Aid (this will be available in most cases).   

First DD appears  At least one month after instruction received. 

Acknowledgment  The giver receives a thank you letter confirming DD start date and collection 

                                      reference number. 

To Cancel or  

vary the gift  Use your password to access MyPGS. 

 

Please talk to the Churchwarden or contact the Treasurer if you have any queries or difficulties -  

 

Peter Swain Churchwarden  pvswain@gmail.com  01303 840408 

Robert Knight Treasurer  r.knight2198@gmail.com 01303 840743 

CHURCH information and LOCAL NEWS 

http://www.parish
mailto:pvswain@gmail.com
mailto:r.knight2198@gmail.com
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LOCAL NEWS 

MAY 

WORDSEARCH 

 

Here we go 

gathering nuts 

in May?  

 

Find the nuts in 

this 

wordsearch? 

 

acorn   beechnut   pecan 

almond   brazil nut   

walnut   butternut   

cashew   chestnut   

cobnut   coconut   filbert   

conker   monkeynut   

hazelnut   pistachio   

MILITARY EVENT 11th & 12th 

MAY 

 

Meet and chat with the Desert Rats 

and other military people and see 

their vehicles and equipment. 

See a NAFFI vehicle and its wares. 

Open every weekend and Bank Holiday 

from 10m to 4pm from 16
th
 March to end 

of November. 

 Events throughout the year. 

 Please visit www.elhamvalleylinetrust.org 

and/or www.facebook.com/

ElhamValleyLineTrust.Official for more 

http://www.elhamvalleylinetrust.org
http://www.facebook.com/lhamValleyLineTrust.Official
http://www.facebook.com/lhamValleyLineTrust.Official
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The site for our 

Community Shed in the 

Village Hall car park. 

How to see in the night and during power cuts 

Bryan Badham was the speaker at the 
March Friendship Lunch Club in St Mary’s 
Church Hall. Our villager, whom so many 
of us rely on to resolve techy issues, came 
laden with various devices to help us see 
in the dark. 

We all know how the village (one half 
more than the other!) suffers from regular 
power cuts and Bryan demonstrated how 
modern technology can save us falling 
over ourselves in the dark or during power 
cuts, and at little cost. 

Most of these devices are available from 
Amazon (sadly more easily than from high street retailers). 

Mains-only operated LED night lights just plug in and the PIR motion sensor gives you enough light 
to get out of bed to find the light switch. 

Another model from Auraglow comes as mains or battery operated, with the option of a warm white 
or bright white light. It is a plug-in night light, 
portable emergency torch and power cut safety light, 
all rolled into one. In a power cut it will switch on 
automatically. 

Bryan also showed some battery-only operated 
motion sensor LED night lights and others that are 
rechargeable by USB. 

The final display was demonstrated by Anne and 
Max Laker, beanie hats incorporating a USB-
rechargeable LED torch, just the thing for walking 
around the village on a cold night.  

The near full house also enjoyed the lunch of home-
made soups, cakes, cheese and bread. 

Friendship lunches are held on the third Thursday of 
the month in St Mary’s Church Hall. 

Sharing food with friends, meeting new people, 
that’s what it’s all about! 

Contact Sylvia Scott on 840584 or Val Swain on 
840408 for further information. 

Elham  

Observations 

 

Where is this in  

Elham?  

Answer on page 29 

 

DON’TS FOR WIVES was a self-help 

book written by Blanche Ebbutt in 

1913 

‘Don’t  let your husband feel that you are a ‘dear 

little woman’, but no good intellectually. If you find 

yourself getting stale, wake up your brain. Let 

there be nothing your husband can talk about that 

you will be unable to understand.’ 

Editor 

Local News 
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Editor 

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOUR 

Sharon Jacob is known as a chihuahua-loving vegetarian yogi and wife of guitarist, 

Steve.  She agreed to feature as the neighbour we can get to know this month.  
 

How long have you been part of 

the Elham Community? 
I moved here from Folkestone in August 2004 with my daughter, having 
left my husband of 19 years. I lived above the Cosy Tea rooms. My 
parents lived in Elham so I already had that connection. 

 
What do you consider your 

greatest achievement to 

date? 

I qualified as a yoga teacher 5 years ago at the age of 56. I was a civil 
servant before that in the Ministry of Justice. 

When were you happiest? 

  

In the long hot summers of the early 1970s when we played outside; 
climbing walls and fishing in the river, falling in the river, swimming in 
the outdoor pool, roller skating, playing tennis against the shed wall. I 
am still in touch with the girls that I grew up with and we often talk about 
those times. 

What did you want to be when 

you were growing up? 
Like a lot of girls, I wanted to be an air hostess. Perhaps I fancied, what 
was then perceived, the glamourous life. However, from the age of 16, 
all I wanted to do was become a nurse. I wanted to care for others, so 
my focus was training in a London hospital and getting a place there. I 
started my training at Charing Cross Hospital in 1982. 

What keeps you awake at night? Our house and the significant amount of work that we have been doing 
to refurbish it… always something to do. That is, apart from Steve 
snoring, of course. 

What is the most important 

lesson life has taught you? 
That it is very precious. I was diagnosed with cancer at the age of 31 
and 22 years later it returned. I now live life to the full and cherish every 
moment. 

Which village event do you 

most look forward to? 
The Light Up Elham switch-on at Christmas. I love that view along the 
High Street of the trees on the houses. 

 
Tell us three activities that keep 

you busy? 
-My family; supporting my parents, looking after my grandchildren. 
There is such joy in picking them up from school and seeing the smile 
on their faces. 

-My husband… he works extremely hard and I want to make sure he 
has a nice meal when he gets home and I do as much to support him 
as I can. 

-My dogs. They love to walk and they love cuddles. 
What one change in the village 

would improve your life? 
I would like to see improved parking facilities. I have a drive, but I avoid 
taking my car into the village whenever I can. The situation is getting 
worse. Tankers down the road etc… something needs to change. 

Cat, dog or goldfish? Dog definitely. Steve is allergic to cats and I used to have a goldfish 
called Oscar. 

What is the worst job you have 

ever done? 

  

Working in the operating theatres in Charing Cross Hospital as a 
student on a two-week placement. I was assigned to dentistry and 
orthopaedics. It seemed all I did was pick up wisdom teeth from the 
floor. I remember being asked to hold onto a patient’s arm that had 
been cut from shoulder to elbow and thinking to myself don’t let go 
Sharon, this person will fall apart. The diathermy machine seals blood 
vessels together and  smells like bacon cooking. Not good to do this job 
when you have not had breakfast. 

 

Tell us a joke. What is red and is bad for your teeth? 

A brick. 
What would the people of 

Elham not know about 

you? 

I am an Essex girl. As a civil servant I officiated in the House of 
Commons and in the House of Lords. On one occasion in the House of 
Lords I had forgotten my glasses… just as well that we used Font 24 for 
speeches. 

Last thoughts, final word. This is fairly serous. I feel very grateful to be living in the green space 
that is the Elham Valley. 
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LOCAL NEWS  

 
 

Clinic update! 
 
Adam and Katie the osteopaths from AK Healthcare in 

Lyminge, are thrilled to announce that 

Podiatrist Natasha Kerrigan will be 

joining us to offer her expert Podiatry 

services within our clinic.  

 
Natasha qualified from the Leaf Hospital Brighton University in 2002 with an 

Honours degree in Podiatry. She has 12 years’ experience in the NHS as a 

specialist Diabetic Podiatrist and then entered the private sector in 2014 running 

Earlsgate Podiatry in Folkestone.  

On Tuesdays in Lyminge, Natasha is providing podiatry services from simple toenail 

cutting to ingrown toenail surgery and wound care.  

To ask Natasha how she can help you and to make a booking, please contact her directly: 

tel: 07855771890 

email: info@earlsgatepodiatry.co.uk  
 

For any other musculoskeletal problems including arthritic 
pain, back pain, sciatica and sports injuries (and more), 

please contact Adam and Katie directly on 07904311554 or 
email us  

 

info@akhealthcare.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:info@earlsgatepodiatry.co.uk
mailto:info@akhealthcare.org.uk
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LOCAL NEWS 

OPEN GARDENS -TEAS 
 

SATURDAY 8
TH

 JUNE and SUNDAY 9
TH

 JUNE  
 

 
What a response I have received to my call for help with the teas for Open Garden weekend!!!  You are SO 
kind. 
 
There are still a few spaces on Sunday, so if you have an hour to spare please get in touch.  Hurdle one 
(almost) sorted - you can guess what's next - CAKES - LOTS OF THEM 
I have already received several promises of cakes but need literally dozens to keep us in business over the 
weekend.  If anyone can offer a home-bake of any sort, I shall be eternally grateful.  I also want to offer gluten 
free and dairy free cakes this year, so if this is your forte they would be particularly welcome. 

 
Please let me know NOW so that we can ensure a fine selection on the day. The Open Gardens 
Teas are being held at The Old Vicarage,  

Barbara Athow    bathow50@btinternet.com     01303 840720  

April has come in like a March lion with rain and gales.  Our gardens, 
though full of spring colour have taken a beating this year - it MUST 
change soon!  
The meeting on 21st March was a delight - Laura Brady gave us a 
brisk, fascinating talk on how she came to be a tenant farmer, 
devoting her very young life to growing vegetables.  She is extremely 
interested in the natural foods of other countries and grows a number 
of exotic examples, but her main business is growing a range of 
really good British vegetables.  Her enthusiasm and joy were 

infectious, and we do plan to have a visit to her farm next year. 
The Spring Show was held on 6th April.  We were so lucky to have a lovely day which brought lots of people 
out to see what a very successful Show was.  An amazingly beautiful selection of daffodils and tulips appeared 
in spite of the rain and wind; Farthing Common Plant Centre brought a tempting array of plants for sale; the 
seed and plant swap stall did well, and visitors clearly enjoyed their tea and delicious cakes.  The Hall looked 
lovely and smelt of spring. 
The big event for the future will be the Open Gardens weekend on 8th and 9th June.  In association with the 
National Gardens Scheme, we shall have 12 gardens open to the public this time - a record number!   Tickets 
will be on sale valid for both days; once you have your programme and map, visits to the gardens can be 
planned - most gardens are within walking distance of each other.  And, of course, there will be teas and 
scrumptious homemade cakes available from 2pm in the Old Vicarage Garden where there will also be a plant 
stall.  During the Sunday morning there will also be the Farmers' Market in The Square and refreshments 
available in the church.  A cracking week-end - don' t miss it!      
The meeting on 16th May will not be in the Hall but will be a visit to Linda Stewart's Garden at 5pm.   Details 
will be circulated to members.     Frances Horton 

CALLING ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS.   

THURSDAY 9th MAY at 2.30 p.m. 
 in St Mary's Church, Elham.  

. The date has now been confirmed to have a demonstration on arranging flowers without using 
oasis on this day.  All flower arrangers are being encouraged to find alternative ways of flower 

arranging. 
 

This is your chance to find out how to go about it.  Pat Webb and Maggie Newington have arranged 
for Nicky and Clare to demonstrate ingenious ways of doing this.  It promises to be a fun and most 

interesting and informative meeting. 
 

We hope that members of St Mary's Church Flower Arrangers and Elham Gardening Society will be 
able to come, as well as anyone else who is interested in finding out more about oasis-free flower 

arranging. 
 

Tea/coffee and cake will be served at some point during the demonstration.  Donations towards 
costs would be welcome. Any queries, email Pat on patgeoffelham@gmail.com.Thank you. 

mailto:bathow50@btinternet.com
mailto:patgeoffelham@gmail.com
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Elham Open Gardens 

Saturday 8 & Sunday 9 June 

12pm - 4.30pm 

 
Stroll around the streets of Elham and beyond and discover 12 beautiful gardens on Saturday 8 and 
Sunday 9 June. 

The Elham Gardening Society is once again linking with The National Garden Scheme to open some 
delightful and interesting gardens to the public.  

Some gardens have opened in previous years but continue to evolve and are well worth a repeat, or 
first, visit. Others will be ready to be discovered for the first time. Visitors won’t fail to be delighted by 
the wide range of style and size. Nearly all the gardens are within walking distance of each other, 
while two are a short drive away and parking is available.  

Visitors will be invited to vote for their ‘People’s Choice’ favourite garden and the winning garden will 
receive the prestigious National Garden Scheme Challenge Trowel Trophy.   

Ticket sales benefit medical and community projects supported by the National Garden Scheme.  

The ever-popular teas and plant stall will be available both days from 2pm – 4.30pm in the 
picturesque Old Vicarage Garden.  

To make the weekend complete, come early on Sunday to visit and shop at the Elham Summer Food 
& Craft Festival organised by Elham Farmers’ Market in Elham Square & St Mary’s Church. The 
market runs from 11am to 2pm. There will be church bells, 40 plus stalls, a clog dancing display, food 
at the Chancel Café, and scarecrows to be seen in people’s front gardens too. Elham will certainly 
be the place to be on Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 June.  
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It’s all happening in Elham on  

Saturday and Sunday 8 and 9 June.  
 

Elham Open Gardens linked to the National Garden 
Scheme on both days, Elham Food & Craft Festival 
on Sunday, scarecrows displayed in people’s front 

gardens.  
 

Read all about it here. 
 

Elham Summer Food & Craft Festival, Sunday 9 June 
 

It’s coming, bigger, better, not to be missed, the Elham Summer Food & Craft Festival on Sunday 9 June from 
11am to 2pm. 
 
Come to Elham Square and Church, be greeted by a peal of bells and a host of stalls, regulars and interesting 
new ones. Our market manager Debbie Francis has been busy successfully recruiting new traders including 
stalls selling dog leads, herbs and eggs, vegetables, micro greens, sauces and relishes, fruit cordials and Sri 
Lankan bites. 
 
But you will also find your favourite cheeses, pies and chutneys, sourdough bread, cakes, Indian pakoras, 
vegan sauces, olives, smoked salmon, meat, Musket’s dog biscuits, nut products and so much more. 
And that’s just the produce side. Look out too for a host of crafts, from jewellery to scarves and cards, authors 
selling books, crafts and plants from the Fifth Trust, bags, Romney Marsh Wools, pottery, wood carvings. 
 
Kent Police will have a community stall, 
the Pennyroyal Clog Dancers will show off 
their special skills, the popular raffle will be 
supporting Elham School and the Chancel 
Café will offer their usual delicious 
refreshments. 
 
A visit to the market and your shopping 
done, you’ll be ready to go and visit 12 
lovely gardens in and around Elham. It’s 
the Elham Gardening Society Open 
Gardens time again, linked to the National 
Garden Scheme. The gardens will be 
open on Saturday and Sunday 8 and 9 
June, from 12 to 4.30pm and teas will be 
served in the Old Vicarage gardens from 
2pm to 4.30pm both days. 
 
Scarecrows 
The adult and child winners of the 
scarecrow competition organised by 
Elham Farmers’ Market will be announced 
at the market.  
You will be able to start viewing them in 
people’s front gardens from Tuesday 21 
May. Just pick up a map from Elham 
Valley Store to see where to find them. 
If you are making a scarecrow, here are 
the important points: 

The theme is The Weather 
Register your scarecrow in Elham 

shop from Saturday 11 May to 
Saturday 18 May. This is free; we 
ask you to register so we know 
where to find the scarecrows for 
the visitor map. 

Anne Leva 



 

LOCAL NEWS 
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ELHAM VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

March Quiz 

A big ‘thank you’ to all who came and supported the bi-annual EVH quiz on 22nd March. 

There were over a hundred participants with a wonderful selection of suppers being 

shared amongst friends. We hope we offered a fun, friendly participatory quiz  that was 

a bit of a stimulus for the grey matter.  

In response to your feedback from previous quizzes, the timekeeping improved and 

quizzers stayed on task until the end. It is as much a challenge to the quiz team to get 

things right, as it is for the quizzers; the number of questions in a round, the number of 

rounds, the difficulty of the questions, the obscureness of the subjects.  

It seemed that a good time was had by all, whether they were team players,  quiz 

winners, raffle prize winners or booby prize winners. Our thanks also go to the members of the 

committee and their spouses, for their support on the night and behind the scenes. We look forward 

to receiving any feedback and of course your attendance at the Autumn Quiz on Friday October 

18th.   Jim Clements 

Hot off the press!! 

Coming soon….. 

The trustees of Elham Village Hall are delighted to announce that we have been successful in 

obtaining a grant from Rural England Prosperity Fund to build a covered bicycle shelter in the car 

park at the Village Hall.  

The trustees, past and present, are extremely proud of our facility and our environmental attributes. 
The number of different physical activities that take place within our premises attract people, both old 
and young and the provision of a bicycle shelter will enhance their user experience  as they will be 
able to secure their bicycles in the knowledge that it will be safe and dry upon their return.                                                                                                                              
Jan Stanyon                            
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The site for our 

Community Shed in the 

Village Hall car park. 

Elham Community Shed update 

We keep saying it but it’s really true! Every day 

that passes brings us closer to the opening and 

use of the Elham Community Shed. The truth is 

that this project is far more complex than putting 

up a little shed at the bottom of your garden… 

You read in the April Newsletter that the 

Community Shed is now a reality, that is the 

structure is in place in Elham Village Hall car park. 

Getting this far has already required months of 

planning by the project group, and numerous 

hours of work to get this far: planning permissions, 

design, build, concreting a base, working out how the shed will work for the benefit of all. 

Next step was the installation of an acoustic fence between the shed and the next-door garden 

(involving digging three very deep holes for the posts) which should be done by the time you read 

this. The shed then needs to be insulated and fitted out, electricity connected and landscaping 

done around it. It is very much a work in progress, but progress is being made. 

This is all thanks to the project committee members, many of whom double up as manpower for 

building, digging, landscaping, and fund raising. And here a big thank you goes to Jan Stanyon, 

the queen when it comes to obtaining grants to help with funding this community project.  

Applause and a big thank you to all the volunteers who have and are helping. There are plenty of 

opportunities to get involved (and not just digging big holes). So please contact Jim Clements on 

840295, ajcjim1904@gmail.com to find out more.                                                           Anne Leva 

 

ELHAM VILLAGE HALL  

130 CLUB Winners 

       APRIL DRAW  

      1st Prize (£32) Number 62 Lorraine Newman 

      2nd Prize (£20) Number 67 Victoria May 

      3rd Prize (£13) Number 100 Michael Stanford-Tuck 

MARCH  DRAW  

      1st Prize (£32) Number 29 Maggie Tappenden 

      2nd Prize (£20) Number 47 Elaine Latham 

      3rd Prize (£13) Number 95 Bob Musson 

If you would like to take part,  
please contact Martin Turner  

01303 840804 / jgt867@aol.com   

ELHAM VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

mailto:ajcjim1904@gmail.com
mailto:jgt867@aol.com
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EXCLUSIVE PET 

 

LOCAL NEWS 

Lyminge Bowls Club  
Woodland Road 

Lyminge CT18 8EW 
 

Fun Afternoon of Bowls 
 

Bowls England  
Big Weekend Event  

Saturday May 25 at 1.30pm 
 

From 2.00 - 5.00 there will be a 
‘Have a Go’ fun game for all 
(please bring flat soled shoes) 

 
Refreshments available 

Bar Open 
Plant Sale    Tombola 

 

Contact  
01303 863404 or 01303 

862467 
if you have any questions  

or would like an informal chat. 

Weekly Activities for May 
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EXCLUSIVE PET 

Elham Valley Walkers  

Spring Programme  

 

LOCAL NEWS 

Date Start Route Leader 

  

Tuesday 
7th May 

  

Red Lion Pub, Bridge, 
CT4 5AR, 

10am. 

Parking in the village 

A reasonably flat walk of 8 miles, so do come if you feel able 
to complete this longer walk. We head north-east towards 
Littlebourne, eventually joining the Elham Valley Way 
towards Patrixbourne, and passing through Bifrons Park on 
our return. 

Ros 
Humphreys 

07760 

485382 

Sunday 
19th May 

  

The Bell Inn Pub, 
Shepherdswell, 

CT15 7LG, 

10am. 

Street Parking 

A circular walk from Shepherdswell towards Lydden and 
across the Lydden-Temple Ewell Nature Reserve. There are 
some steep hilly sections and the ground can be a little 
uneven, which is why this walk is considered strenuous. 6.5 
miles. 

Ros 
Humphreys 

07760 

485382 

Tuesday 
4th June 

  

 Meet 10am, car 

park, Eggringe Wood, 

Penny Pot Lane, near 

Petham. Grid Ref: TR 

0970 5040. Nearest 

postcode: CT4 7HA.  

Exploring the delights of Eggringe and Denge Woods, semi 
natural ancient woodland, holding a colony of the elusive 
Duke of Burgundy butterfly and including Bonsai Bank, an 
area of flower rich chalk grassland situated in Denge Wood, 
famed for orchids. Let’s see what we can find! Moderate, 
approx 6 miles. 

Isabel 
Senior 

07501 

797017 

Sunday 
23rd June 

  

 Starting from Elham 

Square, CT4 6TJ, at 

1pm (note afternoon 

start time!)  

Taking the path to Exted, Wheelbarrow Town and onto 
Stelling Minnis and the windmill, where a cream tea (cash 
charge not included) and short tour will be available. The 
return to Elham is via chalk meadows and woodland. Easy, 
5.5 miles. 

Andy 

Cornford 

07761 

034407 

Spring wildlife at Jumping Downs 
 

Saturday 11
th

 May, 10.30am to 12pm (1
st

 walk)  
and 1pm to 2.30pm (2

nd
 walk).  

 

Meet at the entrance to Jumping Downs on South Barham Hill. 

 

Join naturalist Alfie Gay for a walk across Jumping Downs to look for some of the butterflies 
and wildflowers that occur on this special piece of Kent countryside.  
 

Cost: Free (donations welcome). All donations will go the upkeep of Jumping Downs.  
 

There will be a morning walk and an afternoon walk.  
If you would like to attend either walk please contact  

 
Alfie via email (alfgkg@hotmail.com) or phone (07725 466003).  

mailto:alfgkg@hotmail.com
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VILLAGE  FORUM  

 

 Another Opportunity… 

 

ELHAM VALLEY 

STORES  

We are looking for more  

 

volunteers to work, on an  

occasional basis,  

in the Village Store.  

 

Full training will be given.  

 

Please contact Martin Turner 

(01303 840804 or 

jgt867@aol.com)  

if you would be interested  

have any questions. 

WHITEHALL SPEAK 
 
We all know (!) that the House of Commons has a Liaison Committee, but did we know that 
it has a 'subcommittee on Scrutiny of Strategic Thinking in Government'? 
At a recent hearing it asked some 'experts' - 'What exactly is strategic thinking?' 
Expert 1 - 'Strategic capacity is about being able to reach across 3 dimensions with clarity'. 
Expert 2 - 'You need to think about evaluation and iteration of activity being embedded'. 
Expert 3 ended with 'positive strategic scaffolding', and - 'We do not have any overarching 
strategic catalysing (sic) connection and forging collaborations with little pools of excellence'. 
Expert 1 (or possibly 2) - wanted 'a new hub for the centre of excellence for the policy 
profession to inject a strategic lens through everything we do'. 
And so it went on, and on. 'Risk appetite', 'fusion doctrine', 'bandwith', 'natural inflection 
points' etc etc. 
(Quotes from Private Eye magazine). 
The public chose, wisely, to stay away. Had they been there, one thought may have filled 
the air - 'What on earth are these madmen raving  about?'. 
Keith Mortimer 

 

An Opportunity 
 
I am Ruth Simpson and have just recently moved to the village to live with my daughter 
Helen Sharp. I was wondering if anyone would be interested in joining an informal French 
conversation group? I have taught French in schools and adult education,  as well as 
living in France for a couple of years.  
 
The group would meet at our house and be a fun collection of different abilities. If you are 
interested please call on 01303 840579 or email simpsonruth804@gmail.com 

And yet ANOTHER Opportunity! 
 
I moved into the village just before Christmas and I am 

gradually finding things I have which are surplus to 

requirements. 

 

I HAVE A PERFECTLY GOOD UPRIGHT VACUUM 

CLEANER which is too heavy for me and I wondered if 

it might come in useful for someone else. I would be 

happy to donate it. 

 

Also is there anyone in the village, maybe with sight 

problems, who could use a 37 inch tv, which I no longer 

need?  

 

Also I have a square black leather pouffe which I do not 

need. All free on collection.  

 

Please get in touch if you can use any of these items.  

Paddyyule@gmail.com or ring 01303 840295 

 

mailto:jgt867@aol.com
mailto:simpsonruth804@gmail.com
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EXCLUSIVE PET 

 

 

CLUB SESSIONS 
 

    Mondays   18. 00        

    Clive; stanyonc@aol.com 

    Tuesday and Thursday 9.30  

    (10.00 winter)   

     Maureen Alexander  

     01303 862938     

     maureentalexander@gmail.com 

     

     Fridays 17.30 -19.30   

     BEGINNERS and RETURNERS FUN  SESSION   

     Steve Uttley 07984 763156     Steveuttley@gmail.com 

 

        We welcome New Members    

Tennis members can either book and play, or join the friendly club sessions 
 

     CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

     Chairman Mike  Ridley 01303 840485           m.ridley736@btinternet.com  

     Membership  Brett Clitheroe     Treasurer   Clive Stanyon 01303 840820 stanyonc@aol.com  

     Badminton:   Clive Stanyon 01303840820  stanyonc@aol.com 

     Casual Bookings  Clive Stanyon 01303 40820 stanyonc@aol.com 

Anyone for Table Tennis?  

If you would like to re-discover the 

joys of playing table tennis or 

would like to give it a go, contact 

Jim Clements 840295  or email 

ajcjim1904@gmail.com. 

It might be more enjoyable than you think!   

Monday nights at 7.00 Elham Village Hall, upstairs.  

Equipment  provided, we just need your enthusiasm.  

LOCAL NEWS 
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News from 
Elham 
Valley 
Cricket 
Club 

 

2024 Season – 
Senior cricket 

The new season 
started in late April 
and will run to the 
end of September.  

This year we have 
one Saturday team 
in the Kent Regional 

feeder league.  On Sundays we play a mixture of friendly and Sunday league cricket. All matches are played 
over 40 overs.   

We are a small but friendly village team with excellent facilities, and always keen to attract local players from 
Elham / Barham and the surrounds. 

NEW PLAYERS ARE VERY WELCOME – ANY age or standard.  

Practice nights are on Tues / Friday Evenings 6.00 – 8.00, using the nets at the ground.   

We also welcome any spectators, there is ample parking available at the ground. 

 

Junior coaching and teams 

Junior coaching sessions (ages 5 – 16) at the club on Friday evenings 5.30 – 7.30pm throughout the summer 
from end of April until August. 

We are also planning to run various age group teams 
depending upon numbers. 

 

Open days / coffee mornings / quiz nights 

Saturday mornings in May the ground will be open for 
visitors – everybody is invited to come down and chat 
cricket, view the ground, facilities and even have a go 
at some groundwork ! 

We are also hoping to resume our regular quiz nights 
at Elham Village hall so look out for forthcoming 
events! 

 

 For more information contacts are: 

Chris Laker – secretary 01303 230035 

Kav Risby – junior coaching / Saturday  – 
evccjuniors@gmail.com 

 

Elham 

Observations 

Where is this in 

Elham?   This is the 

stanchion  at the top 

of the zip wire in 

King George V 

Playing Field.  
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LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

https://thekingsarmselham.com/ 

Contact number: 01303840242 
Opening hours are below:  

Food: 
Tues-Friday: 

Lunch 12:00-14:30 
Dinner 18:00-21:00 

Saturday: 
Lunch 12:00-21:00 

Sunday 
Lunch 12:00-17:00 

Open for drinks 7 days a week. 

 

 

Contact 01227 220847 

Email: honeysuckletimes@gmail.com 

Open Times 
Wednesday 12pm - 10pm 
Thursday 12pm - 10pm 

Friday 12pm - 11pm 
Saturday 12pm - 11pm 
Sunday 12pm - 10pm 

 
Food served  

Wed - Sat 12pm - 3pm & 6pm - 9pm 
Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

 
Contact us: Tel: 01303 840566 

Email: info@theabbotsfireside.com 
www.theabbotsfireside.com 

 

https://thekingsarmselham.com/
mailto:info@theabbotsfiteside.com
http://www.theabbotsfireside.com/


  

  

 

31 

Park House Sanctuary 

Boarding Kennels and Cattery 

Park House, Stelling Minnis 
Brick-built Heated Kennels 

Daily Walks – Reasonable Rates 
All dogs and cats must be fully inoculated 

Heated Cat Chalets in Quiet Area 
 

To book, or for further information, call us on 

01303 862622 

or email lord.whisky@btinternet.com 

BARKING BEAUTIES  

01303 840456 / 07866 463660 

Unit 11, Barham Business Park 

Valley Road, Barham CT4 6DQ 

Fully qualified City & Guilds grooming: 

Bathing, drying, nail clipping. De-matting. Hand stripping and 

de-shedding. 

Fully qualified City & Guilds Master Diploma and K9 First Aid 

qualified. 

LOOKING AFTER YOU AND YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

       

 

 Elham  

Dog Training Club  

**** 
FULLY INSURED 

 
Dog training and Pet care services  

Puppies from 12 weeks old  
 

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme  
Puppy through to Gold 

1-2-1 home-based puppy training also availa-
ble  

Other pet care, dog walking and  
day cover available  

 
Other fun classes available – ask for details 

             Lyn Fagg 07866 234820    
Email: Elhamdtc@gmail.com 

 

Guided Safaris 
Self-Drive Adventures 
Tailor Made Holidays 

 
 
 

Contact Your Elham Safari Specialist 

www.yoursafari.co.uk 

kathryn@yoursafari.co.uk 

01233 510269 

mailto:lord.whisky@btinternet.com
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LOOKING AFTER YOU , YOUR HOME and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

Clinics in Ashford, Dover, New Romney      Home visits on request 

07745 532075 
Podiatry, Chiropody, Foot Health. 

Treating and managing foot and nail conditions, corns, callus, 
insoles, ingrown nails, diabetic foot care 

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk 

janenemoat@gmail.com 
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LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

 

If you are over 60 years of age and no longer 

able to get out on your own, then you are 

eligible for a NHS sight test in your own home. 

Please call 

Elaine Edwards  

BSc (Hons) MCOptom 

01303 840541 

to arrange an appointment 

Registered with the General Optical Council (01-15421) 

Member of the College of Optometrists 

Member of the Association of Optometrists 

HOME VISITING OPTOMETRIST 
Providing professional eye care  

in your own home 
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LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

Hatha, Zen and Yin Yoga  

Mindfulness Meditation 

Trauma Informed Yoga 

 Pre and Post Natal Yoga 

1:1 and group classes  
 

Gentle Evening Yoga, Wednesdays 7-8 

PM  

Morning Yoga, Fridays 10-11 AM 
Currently at St Mary’s Church Hall, Elham 

 
serenityyoga20@gmail.com 
 www.serenityyoga20.com 

 @serenityyoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As osteopaths, Adam and Katie can 
help patients suffering from a wide  

variety of conditions including arthritic 
pain, circulatory problems, frozen 
shoulder, back pain, sciatica and 

much more.  
 
Please visit our website or give us a call for 

more information. 
 

AK Healthcare 
Garden Suite 

4 Station Road, Lyminge 
 

Tel; 07904311554 / 07980897382 
www.akhealthcare.org.uk 

Sara’s Fruits 

Apple and Pear Juice - 1 Litre Bottles 

Frozen Fruits 500g Freezer Bags 

 

 

Raspberries Gooseberries Cherries 

Blackcurrants Blueberries 

Littlegate House, Park Gate, Elham CT4 6NE 

Email sara@littlegatehouse.com 

07980911589 

FRESH BERRIES NOW ALSO FOR SALE  

 

 

 

 
Enjoy your leisure time,  

Let SuperMaids do your housework! 
Weekly, fortnightly, monthly and one-off cleaning  

 
 

QUALITY CLEANING WITH CARE 
 

 

For a Free Quotation, Telephone 01227 277033  
 

www.supermaids.co.uk, email :info@supermaids.co.uk 
Unit 127a, John Wilson Business Park, Thanet Way, Whitstable 

 

Pilates, Skeletal alignment exercises and Stretch 
Tuesday Morning 08.30-09.25 and 9.30-10.25 
Elham Village Hall CT4 6SX 
 
Thursday morning 
Pilates, Mobility exercises and Stretch 
08.30- 09.25 and 09.30- 10.25 
St Mary’s Hall CT4 6TQ 

mailto:serenityyoga20@gmail.com
http://www.serenityyoga20.com
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R.B.W. 
 

KENT’S WATER FEATURE SPECIALISTS 
AND POND BUILDING EXPERTS 

 

•  Garden/Pond Design, Building and Refurbishments 

•  Pond Cleaning/Maintenance/Maintenance Contracts 

•  Child Safe Pond Covers 

•  Filtration Specialists 

•  Patios-Decking-Fencing-Brickwork-Arbours 

 
Tel. 07563 212858 

FREE ESTIMATES and CONSULTATIONS 
 

www.reflectionbywater.com   
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com 

Beautiful bespoke shepherds’ huts, built to last for 

generations. Fully insulated, wood burner, electrics, 

etc. 

Also garden antiques and country furniture. 

Established in Elham for over 25 years. For further 

details contact 

01303 840874 / 07802 618681 

www.elhamvalleyshepherdhuts.com 

ELHAM ANTIQUES AND ELHAM VALLEY SHEPHERDS’ HUTS 

Established in 2001, award winning Hythe Garden 
Landscapes have been delivering the highest level of 
service to both domestic and commercial clients for 
a number of years.  
 

We are fully insured members of the Association for  
Professional Landscapers (APL) and encompass every  

aspect of gardening including: 

•      One-off garden jobs 
•      Garden maintenance packages 

•      Patios and driveways 
•      Composite decking 
•      Fencing 

•      Planting 
•      Turfing including artificial turf 
•      Tree surgery 

  

Please take a look at our website 
www.hythegardenlandscapes.co.uk  

to see some of the projects that our professional, reliable 
team have completed, or call us on  

01303 770610  
 

 

ANDY MANNERING FLOORING 
SPECIALISING IN AMTICO AND KARNDEAN 

LUXURY VINYL TILES 
Also Safety Flooring, Rubber Flooring etc 

Commercial and Domestic Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small 

Free Estimates and Advice Given 
Over 35 years experience 

Fully Insured 
Telephone: 0797 434 7248 or 01303 863095 

info@andymanneringflooring.com 
 

Please visit my website for further information and to view 
my Feedback 

www.andymanneringflooring.com 

 

No job too small 

Special Rates for O.A.P.s 

Free estimates 

Home/evening: 01303 270691 

or daytime direct line to the proprietor 

07773 089398 or 07864 929826 

Email: jackson.mark20@gmail.com 

JACKSON PLUMBING 

Domestic plumbing & property maintenance 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

http://www.hythegardenlandscapes.co.uk/
mailto:info@andymanneringflooring.com
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

D.M.B. Plastering 
All aspects undertaken 

 

Interior, Exterior, Plastering, Rendering,  

Coving, Ceilings, Walls, Floors 
 

Finest quality assured, CSCS Certified 
 

28 years experience  
Free estimates  -  Reliable service  -  Fully insured 

 

Call David on 07818 607209 

KJB 
Garden Services

Mowing Pruning 
Weeding

Hedge cutting
General garden 

maintenance

Over 35 years 
experience
Contact Kevin
01303 862181

Mobile 07704989402
Email kbaldock06@gmail.com
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Swanson Plumbing & 

Heating 
Local Elham Valley  

experienced plumber 

 

Reliable and on time 

From taps to bathrooms  

to complete heating systems 

24hr emergency service 

Call 07971090018 / 01303 840177 

Email FBS_LTD@Yahoo.co.uk  

 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

Luxury German Kitchens at Internet Prices  

 

 
Contemporary and traditional styles 

Family run local business with the most  
experienced design team in the area 

 

Built-in appliances from Neff, Bosch, Siemens and Miele 
 

Visit our showroom at:  Units 8-10 Kingsmead, Park Farm Ind. Est. 
Folkestone CT19 5EU 

01303 223322 
info@tradexltd.co.uk 
www.tradexltd.co.uk 

 

FINCHAM PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

We specialise in 
bathroom remodelling,  

including all tiling and pipework. 
Natural gas boiler servicing,  

Installation, Maintenance, Repairs, 
Replacement. 

All your plumbing requirements. 
Martin is a qualified Plumber/Gas  

Engineer with over  
30 years’ experience.  

 
Gas Safe, CIPHE, WIAPS registered. 

 
 

Rosemary & Martin Fincham 
 

07835 851 706 
 

martinfincham@sky.com 
 

mailto:FBS_LTD@Yahoo.co.uk
mailto:info@tradexltd.co.uk
http://www.tradexltd.co.uk/
mailto:martinfincham@sky.com
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SARAH de ROUGEMONT 

UPHOLSTERY 

Established 1990 

Loose Covers - Fabrics -  

Roman Blinds          
  All commissions considered 

          Tel: 01227 455841 

      Mob: 07973 377817 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

Tel:01227
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Bossingham Groundworks 
& Landscaping 

  

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

 
Excavation                                       Stables 
Site Clearance                                 Fencing 
Demolition                                       Drainage 
Brickwork                                        Concreting 
Turfing                                             Driveways and 

                                                                        Patios 

Mob 07894 007660  

Need a Van? Then I’m your Man! 

For all light removals, furniture, domestic 
items including house clearances 

• Avoid expensive deposits, pick-ups and drop-offs 

• Remove, dispose of or recycle all household 
items, including electrical 
appliances 

• Based in Barham 

• Reasonable and fair rates 

• Free estimates and quotations 

Call Christian on 07771 728080 
Email stablegate@hotmail.co.uk 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL 
 

For parties, for the smaller function  

and for Meetings 

  

£12.00 for Mornings and Afternoons 

£15.00 for Evenings and Saturdays 

Use of Kitchen included 
 

Bookings: Mrs Pat Holmes 

01303 840647 

RALPH ALLARD 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Brush and Vacuum 

All Chimneys, Boilers & Stoves Swept 

Woodburning Stoves & Fireplaces Fitted, 

Chimneys Lined 

Certificates Issued 

HETAS & NACS Registered, Fully Insured 

Member of the  

National Association of Chimney Sweeps 

Tel: 01303 844465 -  Mob: 07813 716654 
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

HARMER & SON LTD 
 

FULL LANDSCAPE SERVICE INCLUDING  
Grounds maintenance,  
landscape gardening, 

 turfing, fencing  
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Tel: 01303 893414 or 

07831394372 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

email: sales@harmerandsons.co.uk 

Quality materials and 
reasonable rates 

Established 1996 

Based in Hawkinge near 
Folkestone 

Covering all roofing work 
from small roof repairs to 
complete re-roofs 

In Folkestone and Hythe 
area 

 

What we do: 

• Fibreglass Grp flat roofs       
• Felt flat roofs 
• New pitched tile and slate roofs and repairs 
• Small and large jobs 
• Fascias, soffits and gutters 
• Chimney repairs, rebuilds and removal 
• Conservatory conversions 
• Advice and free quotes 

Visit full website below for 
more details  

www.roofers-
folkestone.co.uk 

01303 892705 

 

CAROL CREES 

CLEARANCES 

HOUSE CLEARANCE IN SOUTH EAST 

KENT 

Based in Folkestone 

Full/Part House Clearance 

Est. over 30 years –Fair Prices Paid 

Antique/Vintage/Retro/Modern 

Registered Rubbish Carrier 
 

Contact SIMON CULLEN 07745 421680 

East Kent Mole Catcher 

No Mole – No Fee  
Your local mole catcher, based in Ash, 
covering all local towns and villages.  

Offering mole control for your lawns, 
gardens and paddocks. Public liability 

insurance.  

                          Call/Text – Keith, East Kent Mole 
Catcher  07876 686543 

Email – molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com 
www.eastkentmolecatcher.co.uk 
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SERVICES FOR ELHAM 

Badgers Bridge  
An ‘Outstanding’ Nursery,  
Forest School and Home 

Ed Forest Groups.  

 

Ofsted EY395128  

Badgers Bridge has a new setting in Elham which proudly offers an 
environment of curiosity and kindness at The Gore.  

Children can join us at our new setting in Elham from 18 months. 
We also have an Outstanding Nursery, Forest School and offer 
Home Ed Forest Groups in Postling and Lyminge.  

Please see our website for more information! 

We provide an excellent nurturing and learning environment at all 
of our settings embracing the outdoor learning ethos alongside 
Montessori principles. 

If you would like your child to attend one of our wonderful caring 
‘home from home’ settings then please email badgers-
bridge@gmail.com 

We offer 15 and 30 hours funding for 3-5 years olds and FF2 fund-
ing for those 2 year olds eligible. 

Our Home Ed groups are run from our Forest site in Lyminge every 
Thursday 9.15-2.45pm. These groups are for children aged 4-11 
who are being home educated and would like the opportunity of a 
day of discovery at our Forest groups. 

Again, please email us for enquiries.   

We look forward to hearing from you soon! 

Jeff's Computer Services  

£25 per hour  

PC setup, software installation, upgrades, repairs, 
computer problems, website building and hosting 
packages, app development and technical advice.  

One-to-one or small group tuition available. 

For a friendly and local service based in Elham, 
please call Jeff Martin BSc (Hons) MBSC on: 

 01303 840838/07761 299895, 

 email: jeff@jeffrmartin.co.uk 

or view my website at www.jeffrmartin.co.uk  

Young’s Accountancy Services 

Accountancy, Audit, Book-keeping, Payroll & VAT 
Services. 

For all businesses, partnerships and sole traders. 
Free initial consultation, flexible hours. 

 
Contact details: 

Mob: 07704 518251  
 Tel: 01303 259734 

contactyoungstoday@gmail.com 

mailto:badgersbridge@gmail.com
mailto:badgersbridge@gmail.com
mailto:jeff@jeffrmartin.co.uk
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SERVICES FOR ELHAM 
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SERVICES FOR ELHAM 

Boyke Manor Cottages 
Family run holiday lets that 
have been running for 12 

years. 

Are you looking for some-
where for a break or a longer 

stay? 

 

Two cottages  
available in the  

Elham Valley (Ottinge) 
One sleeps 6 and One sleeps 4  

Can be let individually or together. 
Fully equipped holiday cottages rated as 4 star. 

Relaxing holidays in a peaceful rural setting, close travelling dis-
tance to the coast and a wide range of places to visit in close prox-

imity. 

Ideal for a family getaway/ holiday or short stays in between house 
purchases/whilst renovations are being undertaken. 

Much more economical than hotels and the accommodation offers 
very high standards. 

www.boyke-manor-cottages.co.uk  

Contact Paul on 07860 452640 

http://www.boyke-manor-cottages.co.uk/
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An independently owned veterinary 
surgery for all types of small animals. 

Separate waiting, consultation and 
recovery rooms for cats, small pets and 

dogs. 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 08:00-19:00 

Saturday 08:30-13:00 
24hour emergency service 

Hawkinge Veterinary Surgery 9b Defiant 
Close Hawkinge CT18 7SU 

TEL: 01303 764190 

www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk 
email hawkingevetsurgery@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES FOR ELHAM 

http://www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk

